Cheyenne Mountain Presbyterian Church

Messenger

May 2008 1615 E. Cheyenne Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80906

Fastoral Missive
]Dg Tim Senne

Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to
the Lord;” But I tell you, ‘Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or
by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or
black. Simply let your Yes be Yes and your No, No; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.’

Matthew 5:33-37 (NIV)

Several years ago, our family was driving home from Ohio after attending the wedding of a dear friend.
Somewhere in the middle of Missouri along Interstate 70, we saw a car moving along the highway, about five or ten
miles per hour below the speed limit. There was nothing particularly remarkable about the man driving the car, although
| do recall that he had a rather stern look on his face. However, neither the man nor his car was what caught my
attention. Instead, it was the man’s license plate that | found unusual. Emblazoned upon the tag was one simple, or
perhaps not so simple word: ETHICAL.

Okay, you might think | am a bit strange, but | desperately wanted to honk the horn, flash the lights, wave my
arms, and somehow persuade the man in the car labeled ETHICAL to pull over so | could shower him with a barrage of
questions. “What is ethics?” would have been first. “Who decides what is ethical?” might have been second. Off hand,
I could think of a few more questions: “Is ethical behavior the same for everybody, or does it depend on the culture they
live in?” “Can something be ethical today and unethical tomorrow?” “If | say something is ethical, and you say it is
unethical, how do we decide who is right?”

Amid the multitude of questions that confront each of us daily, most folks probably don’t concern themselves
much with the “deeper” questions of ethics. It is my observation that most people, believers and unbelievers alike, go
about their days thinking they have settled most questions of what is morally right and wrong. Whoa, wait a minute...
How did morality sneak into a discussion of ethics? Well, the fact is that above all, ethics is about morality. ‘Ethics’ is
really nothing more than our beliefs about right and wrong applied to our daily lives.

Where on earth am | going with this? 1I’'m glad you asked. Suffice it to say that I did not wave my arms, flash
the lights, or honk the horn at ETHICAL-MAN. If I had, though, it would not have been because I don’t have answers
to the questions | wanted to ask him. What | wanted to know is, how does  answer those questions.

The world bombards us daily with matters of ethics. Is it right (ethical) to drive a big car or a small one? Is it
wrong (unethical) to buy products made in places where workers or the environment are not respected? Is it morally
acceptable (ethical) to turn food crops into fuel for automobiles? Is it immoral (unethical) to take the life of an unborn
human being?

In this fallen world some questions of ethics are easier to answer than others. However, the teaching of Jesus
Christ on matters of ethics is clear-cut. Don’t complicate the matter. Don’t presume to understand questions of right
and wrong better than God. Don’t speak words of foolishness when you have the wisdom of God right before you.
Examine your motives, your speech, and your actions carefully and obey the teaching of God’s word. By doing so, your
“yes” will be yes, your “no,” no, and you will fulfill the object of Christ’s command.



Aclu!t SUHCIag School

We began our new Sunday School series on April 27, led by Dave Robbins. We are exploring the early ecumenical
creeds and examining each in their historical and scriptural context. We hope you will consider attending with us
as we look into these important expressions of our faith.

Session News

The Session met on May 5 at the New Geneva Seminary and Moderator Dave Johnson opened the meeting
with prayer. The main item of business was the report received from the Larsen Group regarding the fill dirt that
had been offered to the church for the future building site. The Session decided to decline receiving any fill dirt at
this time based on the Larsen studies that showed when the lot is graded to meeting the City parking and drainage
requirements there should be some excess dirt remaining for any unforeseen needs.

The Session approved a special donation to Life Network using baby bottles supplied by Life and to start
this donation on May 11. The membership of Ashley Johnson was approved by transfer of her membership from
Oakbrook Community Church of Sommerville, South Carolina.

The next Session meeting will be on June 2 at 7 PM at the New Geneva Seminary.

Gcncral Asscmblg FrcParations

The 36th General Assembly, June 10-13 in Dallas, Texas, is quickly approaching. Here are a number of
updates, with additional details posted at www.pcaac.org/General Assembly/2008.htm:

« Commissioners registration is open. All attending teaching elders and ruling elders may register online. (Ruling
elders must be elected by their session to represent their church at the Assembly.)

» Seminar information has been posted on the General Assembly Web site. Please note that Danny Wuerffel with
Desire Street Ministries is a seminar speaker this year.

« Women’s and children’s programs and activities, along with registration details, are also posted on the Web
site.

» The Exhibit Hall is currently sold out, with a variety of ministries and organizations exhibiting this year. View a
list of exhibitors and their booth assignments online.

In addition, here’s a preview of several special events on tap for this year’s General Assembly:

1.

Friends, pastors, former colleagues, students, and fellow presbyters are invited to honor Dr. O. Palmer
Robertson during General Assembly by attending a luncheon on June 10, at 12 p.m. in the General Assembly
Convention Hall. “It is our goal simply to honor this man who has served PCA interests for so long in all of his
capacities,” said Bob Penny of Reformed Theological Seminary.

Dr. Owen Palmer Robertson is a Bible scholar, pastor, church planter, seminary professor, author, and
missionary-administrator who has taught at RTS/Jackson, Westminster Theological Seminary (Philadelphia),
Covenant Theological Seminary, Knox Theological Seminary (Ft. Lauderdale), and African Bible Colleges (ABC).
He now serves as the vice chancellor of ABC in Kampala, Uganda.

To register for the June 10 luncheon, or to learn about a dinner in Dr. Robertson’s honor on June 17 in
Jackson, Miss., visit http://www.rts.edu/newsevents/newsdetails.aspx?news_id=1090.

2.

“What do the sacraments actually accomplish in their administration?” The North Texas Presbytery is
sponsoring a Colloguium at the 2008 General Assembly, from 9:30-12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 10, to discuss this
question.

Featured speakers will include Will Barker, Ligon Duncan, Jeffrey Meyers, and Rob Rayburn, and there
will be time for a question and answer session as well. To learn more, contact Dave Clelland at
david.clelland@tnpc.org




Did You Know?

» Covenant Theological Seminary has courses on the internet for students worldwide.

 Professor of church history, Dr. David Calhoun is retiring after 3 decades of service. His goal in teaching his
students has been trying to awaken a sense of connection to our forebears in the faith and a realization that we,
too, have a place in this story.

» Thoughts on missions: "There is no place on earth that is not a mission field. There are Americans who do not
yet know Jesus.”

» Brazilian graduates from Covenant Seminary have returned to their native Brazil to establish a home-based
Christian institute whose mission is to present the truths of the Gospel in a way that challenges the hearts and
minds of this generation.

» Josh Charette, a student at Covenant Seminary, is Native American and hopes to return to his home area to reach
his people for Christ.

WIC Book Clulr

The Genius of Puritanism by Peter Lewis is our current book. We will meet in June to discuss and share what we
have learned. It's not too late to pick up a copy and join us. It has been an insightful glimpse into our church's
history, from the mid-sixteenth century until the mid-seventeenth century. The editor writes on the cover,
"Puritanism is a term which belongs to the past. Can it be a vital possession of the present? There is a revival of
interest in the Puritans today. Why? Because they were strongest where the Church today is weakest. They
concentrated on right priorities: the Church, the preaching of the Word, and nurturing one's spiritual life. They
were indeed ‘physicians of souls.”” Happy Reading! Karen Robbins

Church Fami!g

Fau] Erickson

I was born on a cold, snowy day in December, 1979, and grew up in Paxton, Illinois, a small, rural town of
about four thousand people. | attended kindergarten through eighth grade at the Christian School sponsored by our
church, Westminster Presbyterian Church. My parents, David and Kathy Erickson, were very involved in the
church. My dad served as a Deacon, my mom as church secretary and Sunday School teacher. | have one sister,
Lora Bryant.

In high school, I was a long-distance runner on the cross country team and track team, earning a letter my
freshman year. | also was on the basketball team. | graduated from Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School in 1998. |
attended Parkland Junior College in Champaign, Illlinois

In 2003, I moved to Colorado Springs. Since | moved here, | have been attending the University of
Colorado at Colorado Springs, majoring in history. | will graduate in December. | am uncertain of what the next
step will be, but am hoping to continue my education. Some of my favorite activities include rock climbing, hiking,
fly fishing, and hunting

| transferred my membership to CMPCA in 2008. My attendance is somewhat sporadic due to my
employment schedule, but | come whenever | am able to do so. | have enjoyed meeting with the men on
Wednesday evenings and getting to know all of them better.



Og N ote

Hymn writers in the 1700’s often used poetic words to describe their experience of salvation. Words like
“mystery,” “strange design,” “amazing love,” “living head,” and quick’ning ray,” all reflect wonder at the drama of
man’s redemption. These words were used by one such writer, Charles Wesley (1707-1788), in his hymn And Can
it be. Singing this Wesley hymn numerous times in our worship reflects the commitment of our congregation to the
telling of the gospel story.

And Can it Be was written shortly after Wesley’s conversion in 1738 as he looked at his sinful past and was
overwhelmed by the fact that Christ’s death 1700 years prior could have meaning and efficacy for him personally.
The hymn begins with several questions that reflect his amazement at the gospel story: “Can it be that | should gain
an interest in the Saviour’s blood?” “How can it be that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?” “Who caused His
pain?” “Who can explore His strange design?” They are answered by the powerful declaration that the mystery
begins with Christ’s incarnation, then His death for Adam’s helpless race, and finally reveals we are clothed in
righteousness Divine.

Wesley was raised in a strict Christian home, educated at Oxford, and served as a missionary in the colony
of Georgia. Upon returning to London, he became a rector in the Church of England. After attending a meeting with
a group of Moravians in the Aldersgate Hall, he experienced an awakening by which he understood that salvation is
by faith alone. His heart was “strangely warmed.” He immediately began to express joyfully his new-found faith in
hymns as he and his brother John traveled about England conducting outdoor services. He used these hymns to

teach the people God’s truth.
From Crusader Hymns and Hymn Stories and Amazing Grace

Moms and Tots

Summer is coming and we are looking forward to meeting outdoors at parks, trails and the zoo in the coming
months. We have nothing formal planned yet, so please share your ideas for summer activities with either Lora
Bryant, Corrie McClure or Karen Robbins

Ben's Observations

Today | see students all over the country preparing to graduate. It's that time of year, isn't it. I'm not graduating
this year, unfortunately, but I'd like to congratulate those who are. It’s one of the most important times in a person's
life, bringing one chapter of life to a close and opening another. Some may find it hard to leave behind the life they
have felt comfortable with and also may find it awkward to go forward into that which isn’t yet within their comfort
zone. | believe, though, that if we keep our eyes focused on the Lord, He will make this time of transition easier.
Keeping focused on God will prepare us not only for graduation from high school, tech school, college, or grad
school, but it will also get us ready for the return of the Lord, when we will "graduate™ from life here on earth. We
won’t have to wonder if we’ll be “comfortable” there! See John 14:3 - He has gone before us, and is reserving a
“dwelling place” for us! Wow! | can’t wait to see my dwelling place with Him!

WIC

The WIC council Pastor/Elders/Deacon Appreciation day was a huge success! | want to say thank you to so
many of you who stayed to share their thanks and love for our men and women of God, who serve so faithfully
behind the scene daily.

Thank you to the ladies and gentleman who provided the wonderful food: Dave and Mary Lou Carlton, Sarah
Christansen, Ruth Culbertson, Rena Cummings, Loretta Gerzina, Carol Hildebrand, Evelyln Stokes, Mary Sue
Weber and Sandy Jones.



Ladies, the WIC Council couldn't have done it without you! So thank you once again for your faithful service.
Kaiti Poehlmann

More on the Appreciation Day: Corrie McClure served as the facilitator for the events. David Robbins
brought the devotion and several members and friends spoke words of remembrance and encouragement. Those
honored were: Elders Ken O'Connell, David Johnson and Tim Senne; Deacons Irv Brown, Dennis Bryant, Chris
Cummings and George Poehlmann; Interns Jim Alexander and Toby Holt. It is our prayer that those in attendance
were blessed by the love and unity expressed in so many different ways. May God continue to bless us in the
coming months!!!

There will not be any meetings during the months of June, July and August. Enjoy the summer, ladies, and
anticipate the coming events which your WIC Council will be planning. If you have any ideas, be sure to talk to
one of the Council members: Sally Brown, Corrie McClure and Karen Robbins. Kathy Erickson

Heritagc Builders

Heritage Builders will be trying something new for the next several months. Once a month we will be getting
together for a social/fellowship event. Each of our couples will take one month and organize an event. For example,
a couple may plan a night out for dinner or a picnic after church. It will be fun to see how creative our group is!
Many of us will still be attending family night on Wednesday nights and participating in the men's and women's
Bible studies. Please contact Lora Bryant with any questions. We are eager to get to know each other even better
and have some fun!

| adies Bible Studies

What a beautiful morning it is as | see sunshine flooding through the windows and lighting up everything it touches.
It reminds me that God, the Light of the world, is calling me to fellowship with Him. What an awesome thing that
is — “What is man that Thou art mindful of him?” So as we finish up this year of study, we would like to invite you
once again to join us on Tuesday afternoon or on Wednesday evening. In our Tuesday study, we have two weeks
left on Part One of Hebrews — an ideal time to sit in and get a glimpse of what we will be doing in the fall! At that
time we will begin Part Two which covers Chapters 5 through 13. With regard to our Wednesday study, after
church supper, we are completing Carol Ruvulo’s Grace to Stand Firm, Grace to Grow. Again, each week’s study
is rich and enlightening, and complete in itself, though attendant to the overall topic. Hupomano, ladies! Hang in
there, and we’ll hang with you! Call me with questions — and call me with suggestions for our fall study on
Wednesdays! Sally Brown, 540-2017.

The ladies studying The Essential Truths of the Christian Faith are over halfway through the book. We’re getting
into the essentials of our salvation, effectual calling, predestination, rebirth, justification, and many other topics.
Our discussions are quite intellectually challenging as we engage one another over these Biblical truths. Many
thanks to Emily Wilson for filling in for me recently while | was preparing for my choir concert. Since each lesson
is complete in itself, we invite any lady seeking dialog about her faith to join us. Be sure to let me know if you
have any questions! Mary Vincent, 633-6556.

Update your directory

Loretta Gerzina Toby & Ann Holt

825 Crosstrail Dr 4631 Get Along Ct.
Colorado Springs CO 80906 Colorado Springs, CO 80923
576-4327 593-7218

tbholt77@aol.com




Benjamin Carcich Carol Hildebrand

708 Crown Point Dr. New email: carollee1954@yahoo.com
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

Cell: (607)-342-8670 Linda Hohlen

Email: the greatant@gmail.com 331-1548 (additional phone number)

Benjamin.b.carcich@us.army.mil

Corrie and Sean McClure
Cancel old phone number and add

George and Karen Weaver 719/201-6319 (C)
2180 Alicia Pt., #101 719/232-3598 (S)
Colorado Springs, CO 80910

268-6967

(_elebrations
Mag June

20"  Elizabeth Bywater 8" Jennifer Layher

23" Kay Hill 9™  Erica Hansen

24™ Willow Davis Jim/Pam Alexander, Wedding Anniversary
25" Zoe Gostnell 10" David/Paula Johnson, Wedding Anniversary
29" Eva Henry 11" Dr. Louis/Kay Hill, Anniversary

29" Linda Hohlen 13" Irv Brown

30™ Dave Robbins 14™ Mark/Valerie Campbell, Anniversary

18" Branon/Heather Johnson, Anniversary

Nursery Ministry

May 25 June 8
Worship: Ashley Johnson Worship: Jennifer Layher
Sunday School: Kathy Erickson, Julie Gostnell Sunday School: Darik and Erica Hansen
June 1 June 15
Worship: Paula Johnson Worship: Brenda Senne
Sunday School: Ann Holt, Corrie McClure Sunday School: Nancy O’Connell, Ben Warwick

PCU Missiens
Missions Close to Home

Rev. Greg Davidson is a bivocational missionary working in the Texas governor's office and is
Assistant Pastor of CrossPointe Church in Austin, Texas. He has formed Texas Capitol Fellowship, a
group that holds monthly fellowship meetings attended by about 100 government agency people. Greg
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was assisted in this ministry effort by MNA Ministry to State Director Chuck Garriott. MNA Ministry to
State seeks to advance the Gospel by providing support, prayer and encouragement to believers in
government positions. This is close to home because my son and | visited this church when we were in
Texas last year to see our granddaughter! Mary Vincent

Pray for Greg and his work with Ministry to State in Texas. Pray that people will be drawn to God
and strengthened in their faith. Pray that God will call His people to similar outreach in other government
offices across the nation.

From Milan and Zita T acheci in the Czech Republic

Milan Tacheci escaped the communist regime of the former Czechoslovakia in 1984 and came to the
United States where he came to know Jesus Christ. He has returned to his native land to evangelize and
plant a church. He writes: “A pastor from another town acknowledged today that Zita and | are in an area
known for extreme spiritual opposition. For the last several decades nobody ever succeeded in planting a
church here. Though we knew that the Czech Republic was called the “missionary burial ground,” we did
not know that we had settled in perhaps the darkest area of this country. Apparently the Lord is
challenging the evil here as we are slowly growing.” The Tacheci’s ask for prayer for:

e Wisdom in knowing where and how to publicly share their faith
e Continued spiritual growth and multiplication for the church

e Health

e Adequate support despite the falling dollar

Upcoming — for your information

Plan now to attend the Music Evangelism Bible Conference, held this year at Village 7 Presbyterian
Church on June 23-27, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily. Jamall Badry, CEO of MEF personally extends
his invitation to you to experience the most outstanding preachers and musicians in Christendom. There
is no admission charge, a freewill offering will be taken, and there is free childcare from birth to age 10.

*hkkkhhkkkiihkkk

I want to spread the word about a creation worldview conference, 1 '

# $ % ,coming to town this July 24-26, 2008. RememberThyCreator.com is the main sponsor
of the event belng held at the Pikes Peak Center. There are many great speakers, including John
MacArthur. Please visit this website for more information: http://creationconference.org/.

The cost for the weekend is only $20. It is such a great price for what is being offered. 1 would
recommend the conference for the entire family (children junior high and older). Spread the word — send
this announcement to friends who may be interested in learning more.

Blessings! Lora Bryant



