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WIC Book Club
Karen Robbins

What a mind-sharpening and emboldening read The Bondage
of the Will turned out to be for me. After reading a biography of

Luther, I was acquainted with his fiery personality. Yet, reading

his pen against free-will became a memorable experience for me.

Many times I took my book along to the gym and read as I

rode the stationary bike. Several times on the bike, I burst out in

laughter at Luther's blunt remarks or spoke a loud "Amen" to the

truth he espoused, and then looked around in embarrassment to

see if I was caught enjoying my book. Here's what I liked about

the book...

Luther was very thorough in his arguments against free-will

as Erasmus had defined it. To define terms, here is a quote from

the introduction by J.I. Packer in the book: "The 'free-will' in

question was 'free-will’ in relation to God and the things of God.

Erasmus defined it as 'a power of the human will by which man

may apply himself to those things that lead to eternal salvation,

or turn away from the same.'  It is this that Luther denies. He

does not say that man through sin has ceased to be man, but that

man through sin has ceased to be good. He has now no power to

please God. He is unable to do anything but to continue in sin.

His salvation, therefore, must be wholly of Divine grace, for he

himself can contribute nothing to it; and any formulation of the

gospel which amounts to saying that God shows grace, not in

saving man, but in making it possible for man to save himself, is

to be rejected as a lie. The whole work of man's salvation, first

to last, is God's and all the glory for it must be God's also." Do

I hear a resounding AMEN!? Praise be to God for His amazing

grace.

       Luther's writing is passionate, reflected in how he

considered Erasmus' writing on free-will to be an assault on the

very heart of the gospel, and in his belief that it was essential for

all to deny 'free-will.' He argued systematically against the

semi-pelagian words Erasmus used to define free-will, but also

against his lack of treating the topic with the significance and

importance it deserves. It is this aspect of Luther's writing that

lights a fire in me, to share the magnificent grace of God with

fervor and excitement. To God be the glory, majesty, honor and

praise for His great salvation!

       Erasmus, in the preface of Diatribe (to the whole of which

Luther is responding) asks: "What can be more useless than to

publish to the world the paradox that all we do is done, not by

‘free-will,’ but of mere necessity, and Augustine's views that

God works in us both good and evil; that He rewards His own

good works in us, and punishes His own evil works in us? What

a flood-gate of iniquity would the spread of such news to open

people! What wicked man would reform his life? Who would

believe that God loved him? Who would fight against his flesh?"

As I read this, I feel a deep longing to speak out, yet tongue-tied

as to what to say and which proof to give. Luther, very unlike

myself, had no lack of words and knew right where to direct us

in the scriptures. He references Matt 22:14, Jn 13:18, Rom 9:18

and 22, Hab 2:20 and Rom 9:20 (you can look these up for

yourself). To Erasmus' spray of questions regarding the

consequences he sees if he concedes that there is no free-will,

Luther responds in part, "Nobody! Nobody can! God has not

time for your practitioners of self-reformation...Nobody! Nobody

can! But the elect shall believe (that God loves him) ... It should

be enough to say simply that God has willed their publication,

and the reason of the Divine will is not to be sought, but simply

to be adored and the glory given to God...However, there are two

considerations which require the preaching of these truths. The

first is the humbling of our pride and the comprehending of the

grace of God; the second is the nature of Christian faith."

Humble me, Lord!

       How I wish I could formulate or even just remember so

many apologetic defenses for the faith as Luther did so

exhaustively. Perhaps the next time I read a passage of scripture

like: “I have set before thy face life and death; choose what is

good” (Dt 30:19), I will remember how Luther exhorted me to

look at it. He asks if Israel chose this as soon as Moses said

"choose?" If they could, why then did they (or do I) need the

Spirit? These words "keep," "choose," "do" and other

imperatives are used to show me what I should do, and to teach

and admonish me regarding sin and righteousness. These words

do not speak of what power and strength I have that enables me

to do what is asked of me. Rather I am shown that I CANNOT

choose God by my own strength, and this takes me to my knees

to the Lord in confession and to His Spirit for help. Luther

follows-up Erasmus' next idea that God then gives the

commandments in vain with "the commandments are not given

inappropriately or pointlessly; but in order that through them

proud, blind man may learn the plague of his own impotence,

should he try to do what is commanded."

       There are so many more nuggets in this book. I hope you

will consider reading it and adding a copy to your personal

library!

       We will enter into the writings of the Puritans next. With so

many to choose from, we will read Peter Lewis' The Genius of

Puritanism.  We hope this lives up to its reputation as being a

great introduction to the people and their writings. Please plan to

join us!



Session News
The Session held its regular monthly meeting on March

3, 2008, at the New Geneva Seminary. The meeting opened

with prayer and a study of church priorities as described in

the letters to the seven churches in Revelation.

Reports were received from the Deacons and the

Building Committee. The Session approved a request from

the Building Committee that the Larsen Group be hired to

file with the City of Colorado Springs the necessary

documents and studies to obtain City approval for platting

and developing the church land. This step will cost

approximately $38,800 and will take an estimated eight

months for city approval.

The Session approved the addition of 10 new members

to the church which were received at services on Feb. 3 and

10.

Approval for the proposed change in the Family Night
from Tuesday to Wednesday was given subject to the

Deacons’ determination that Southgate Church would also

approve the change.

The resignation of  Paula Johnson as Outreach

Chairman was accepted with many thanks for her service

and for her continuing service as a member of the Building

Committee.

The next meeting of the Session is scheduled for April

7 at New Geneva Seminary.

Church Family
Meet our Intern Toby and Ann Holt

It has been a great pleasure to join with the community

of believers at Cheyenne Mountain Presbyterian church

over the past number of months. 

My wife, Ann, and our children (Taran and Ripley) have

enjoyed getting to know many of you and being the

recipient of your warmth. Over the past several years we

have been attending Village Seven Presbyterian Church

after moving to Colorado Springs from Herndon, Virginia.

For me, a return to the front range is somewhat of a

homecoming; I was born in Pueblo years ago but have since

lived in a number of different areas (including Oregon,

where I met and married Ann).

Prior to enrolling in seminary I was blessed with

opportunities to work in the political arena, thereafter with

Northrop Grumman, and finally in my own employ. Since

late 2006 I’ve been taking courses at New Geneva

Theological Seminary with a call to full-time ministry. I am

currently under care of the Rocky Mountain Presbytery and

pursuing a Masters of Divinity degree toward ordination

within the PCA. My family is of strong support, and by

extension it has been gratifying to have the support of the

church family at CMPCA as I teach from God’s Word.

It is truly a joy for Ann, myself, and our children to be

with you each Sunday. We look forward to growing closer

with you in Christ in the months to come.

CMPCA Men’s Winter Retreat 

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we

saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father,

full of grace and truth. John testified about Him and cried

out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes

after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.'"

For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon

grace. For the Law was given through Moses; grace and

truth were realized through Jesus Christ. John 1:14-17

(NASB)

 “Grace” is the theme that drew men of CMPCA to

Breckenridge for the 2008 Men’s Winter Retreat.  The men

began arriving in Breckenridge during the evening of 21

February with activities beginning the following morning.

Chris Cummings presented a lesson on the meaning of

grace, laying the foundation for the study and discussion to

follow.  Tim Wilson led the men in a study and discussion

on the subject of “Being a Good Steward of Grace,”

explaining the importance of sharing with others the grace

God gives to us.  The culmination of our time together was

the Saturday morning session during which we discussed

the “takeaway,” in other words, now that we know a bit

more about grace, what should we do about it?  As we read

in John 1:14-18, in His grace our Lord has truly blessed us

with grace upon grace.  We observed that the grace God

gives is active, and that we should pass on one to another

the grace we have received.  We also noted that, as men of

the church, we have a responsibility to teach and model

grace before God’s people and the watching world.  A

special thanks to Hugh Davis for providing worship music

and to the O’Connells for their hospitality.  The beautiful

setting of Breckenridge is always inspiring, and provides in

itself a visible reminder of God’s grace in His act of

creation.  The fellowship encouraged us, and watching the

film “Amazing Grace” prompted us to think about our

calling as followers of Christ.  As you might expect, our

time together included playing in the snow, at Copper

Mountain and Arapahoe Basin ski areas.  Praise be to God

for a blessed time together.



Of Note
We are an Offering by Dwight Liles, one of the most

prolific and successful songwriters in the history of

Christian music, is another of our favorite songs for

worship. Liles is pastor of the Mt. Joy Cumberland

Presbyterian Church in Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee. For

almost 25 years he has been writing Christian music. He

is proficient on piano and guitar and writes southern

gospel, rock, rhythm and blues, pop and country, of which

19 were #1 songs.

He explains his greatest joy in being a professional

songwriter: “I've often wondered how a certain

combination of chords and rhythms, melody and words,

can reach into the human spirit and change a person.

There are times when music seems to have the power, not

merely to reflect emotions that are often impossible to

express in speech (that would be remarkable enough); but

also to set into motion a healing process, a change of life

direction. A song can affect a person to the point that such

a person might actually testify, ‘I heard this song, and my

life changed.’ That simply boggles my mind.

“It seems that God has built music into the very fabric

of sound itself–something called overtones. Every single

sound we hear, every sound in all creation, is composed

of combinations of tones that have the power to affect us

emotionally. Some sounds strike us as sad, and other

sounds strike us as happy, or angry, or comforting, or

exciting, because of the way they are put together. The

amazing thing is that this experience of sound as emotion

is universal. It's in every culture, from the most ancient to

the most contemporary.”
From Universal Music Publishing Group website

Moms and Tots
We have Carol Hildebrand to thank for all the fun we

had earlier this month.  She brought great ideas, tips and

techniques for cake decorating, along with yummy cake

(we won't reveal its secret ingredients) to my home last

week.  We were bursting with babies, girls (only 2 baby

boys) and great fellowship.  I also learned that there are

several budding and talented cake decorators in our midst,

too! 

Happy Birthday to our Tots- Dylan and Jenna!  And

Happy Arrival Birthday to Faith Bryant! I hope we can

meet at a park or at the zoo in the coming weeks as the

temperature warms.

Karen Robbins

Quotes from Sunday School Students:
) Moses let the Hebrews to the Red Sea, where

they made unleavened bread, which is bread

made without any ingredients.

) Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to get the Ten

Amendments.

) The first commandment was when Eve told

Adam to eat the apple.

) The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua

told his son to stand still and he obeyed him.
from ACI International newsletter, Feb. 2008

Ben’s Observations
As children, the first thing we learned about Easter

had to do with rabbits and chocolate and plastic eggs

filled with little trinkets. What is considered to be the

most holy of holidays by Christians holds special

significance to every believer, but as I talked with some

of you, I found that on a personal level, some view it as

a celebration of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection for

our salvation, while others see it as a time to reflect on

the depth of Jesus’ love and sacrifice. Undoubtedly,

both views are certainly compelling for celebrating this

holiday.

       Can it be that we sometimes take for granted

the intensity of the gift He gave to each of us? Easter

certainly sums up what Christianity is all about. The

depth of His love for us is, simply put, beyond measure.

God sent His one and only Son to fully bear all of the

sins you and I have committed and will commit, and by

His death and resurrection, they have all been erased.

Isaiah 53:5 says that “He was pierced for our

transgressions and crushed for our sins.” Because of

what Christ did for us at Calvary, we enjoy unending

peace in Him.

WIC
The April meeting for the Women In the Church will

be held at Erica Hansen's home, 3855 Hickory Hill

Drive, 576-0730.  The meeting will begin at ten o'clock

in the morning and end promptly at noon.  Jennifer

Layher will be in charge of the refreshments and Kathy

Erickson will bring the devotion.  Our theme is "Happy

Birthday" and we will celebrate all of our birthdays. 

Please bring a picture of yourself as a baby or small

child.   We will also be given the opportunity to help

supply our nursery with needed items.  We hope all of

you will plan on attending!!



Getting in Gear for General Assembly
The 36th PCA General Assembly (GA) will take place

June 10-13, in Dallas, Texas. Some 1,500 commissioners

and their families will travel from all over the U.S. to attend

this year’s meeting, themed “Proclaim the Gospel of

Grace.”

“We’re looking forward to a great conference,” said

John Mulkey, chairman of the GA Host Committee in

Dallas. “We have a full agenda of women’s and children’s

activities, a slate of seminars coordinated by Covenant

College, and we’ll have Phil Ryken, David McWilliams,

and E.J. Nusbaum preaching in the worship services.”

To date, nine overtures have been submitted for GA,

including one to “require affirmation of the Apostles’ Creed

for membership,” one to “make profession of faith

declarations mandatory,” and another to “erect a study

committee on deaconesses.” 

Ladies Bible Studies
Greetings to the ladies of CMPCA!  We move right

along in our studies.  In the evening study, we are just about

to finish 1 Peter and begin 2 Peter. It has been interesting to

study Peter since we have been using so many of Paul's

letters in the last few years.  Peter, also, has such a heart for

the brethren and wants them to understand what Christ did

for them and why our devotion to Him is the very least we

can do.  

With regard to the afternoon study, we are about halfway

through and it would be difficult to catch up in the Hebrews

study, but as usual I invite you to attend when you can, for

it is certainly enlightening and exciting. Last week was

entirely devoted to the study of angels, and you would be

astonished at how much there is to know about them!  

The evening ladies study is moving on into the truths

about Jesus, His person and work. Seems the more we learn

the more questions we have. We are really keeping Mary on

her toes! You are welcome to join us at anytime because

each session is complete in itself.

As Easter is upon us, I pray for each of you that this year

you will see clearly, and perhaps in a new and different way,

the Savior's love for you, and that you will stand ready to

live out with joy His plan for your life. 

In His love, Sally Brown

Take Note
Our Tuesday evening meal and Bible Studies will be

moving to Wednesday evenings, beginning March 19th.

The time to begin will remain at six o'clock in the evening.

We hope this change will enable more of our fellowship to

attend.  Also, if you would be willing to supply the main

course for the meal, please contact Kathy Erickson.  You

may submit a bill for your cost and the church will reim-

burse you.  We do ask for a donation of $2 per person or $5

per family to cover cost of supplies.    

Church Directory Updates
Email–Mary Vincent, RL1965@gmail.com

Missionary–Milan & Zita Tacheci
Neklanova 2706

41301 Roudnice n.L.

Czech Republic

milzi7@iol.cz    www.eternity4u2.com

Ministry Leadership
Several members have asked the elders regarding

forming a pastoral search committee for Cheyenne Moun-

tain Presbyterian Church (PCA). The Session has given

prayerful consideration and discussion to this question.

God has blessed CMPCA abundantly during the past year

and we are very grateful for His provision. One of the ways

God has blessed us is in the provision of godly, devoted,

and capable men to preach the gospel, to teach us what it

means to be followers of Christ, and to provide pastoral

care. 

We are especially thankful for the ministry that Jim

Alexander and Toby Holt are providing for us. They have

demonstrated great faithfulness in their preaching and

teaching during this time. Your elders, working in conjunc-

tion with both pastoral interns, continue to provide the

overall pastoral ministry we need at this time. 

In light of God’s present provision for CMPCA's minis-

try, the Session believes that we should continue our

ministry in its present form and proceed carefully and

deliberately as we consider the nature of CMPCA's future

pastoral ministry. The Session recognizes that the time will

come when it will be appropriate to form a pastoral search

committee.  We believe that time has not yet come. The

Session will continue to review this question and will notify

the congregation with a plan of how we should proceed.

Your comments and questions on this or any other

aspects of our ministry are welcomed.  Please speak with

one of the elders: Dr. David Johnson, Mr. Ken O’Connell,

or Mr. Tim Senne. As co-laborers together with Christ, we

give thanks for you and your continued desire to serve Him

and His people. 



Christmas comes to

China

 Celebrations

MarchMarchMarchMarch
21st Cherrie Scharf

24th Lloyd Stokes

27th Terrie Biava

AprilAprilAprilApril
3rd Roderick Bywater

6th John Bryant

Catie Alpeter

14th Lydia Campbell

15th Hugh Davis

16th Peggy Alpeter

17th Matthew Alpeter

Nursery Ministry
March 23

Worship: Sandi Jones

Sunday School: Paula Johnson, Karen Robbins

March 30
Worship: Julie Gostnell, Jennifer Layher

Sunday School: Ben Warwick, Brenda Senne

PCA Missions
Presbyterian and Reformed Joint Commis-
sion on Chaplains and Military Personnel,
Mission to North America

Ch Capt Brendon O’Dowd, Buckley AFB.

“I am currently in the midst of advanced schooling for the

Air Force. I’ve learned my ministry should be about

people, love them not use them to achieve some ministry

goal. I should be about making God’s strategy known

beyond John 3:16. How does that apply to our work,

schools, entertainment and families? Pray that I will love

people well and make God’s strategy known to my ‘mis-

sion field.’”

“The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs

after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me.”

Martin Luther (1483-1546)

Operation Christmas Child

The delighted faces and excla-

mations of the children all over

the world was reward enough

to the Samaritan’s Purse work-

ers as they distributed shoe

boxes filled with toys, stuffed

animals, paper, pens and tooth

paste! Franklin is most grateful

for all those who fill the boxes.

Thanks CMPCA!

Welcome!
We are so happy and thankful to

God to announce the arrival of

Faith Ashley Bryant, March 6, weight: 71/2 pounds,

height: 20 inches.

 

With Love,

Dennis, Lora, and Allison

WIC Mission Project
In lieu of our monthly fellowship for the month of

March, the women of the church are encouraged join the

WIC council in purchasing mosquito nets for

orphans in Uganda, through Children's Hope Chest.
Children's Hope Chest's goal is to," respond to

God's desire to create a world where every orphan knows

Him, experiences the blessing of family and

acquires the skills necessary for an independent life." For

more information you can visit their website at

www.hopechest.org.
Each mosquito net, purchased by the women of

Cheyenne Mountain Presbyterian Church will be used to

protect an orphan in Uganda from the diseases carried by

mosquitoes. Many of these children are orphans because

their parents have died of HIV/AIDS.

The cost of a mosquito net is only $7.50. Please

consider giving what you would have spent to have gone

out to lunch with the ladies of the church this month. Of

course, give as the Lord leads you. Our goal is to donate
50 mosquito nets. Please write your checks to the church

and make the memo to "WIC Orphan Donation." Dona-

tions will be accepted through the end of March. For

more information contact Corrie at 201-6319.


