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A Biblical Paradigm of Church Growth – Part I 
 

Church leaders are constantly looking for ways to become more effective in ministry.  There is nothing 
wrong with this focus if ‘being effective’ is defined carefully within the parameters of biblical guidelines.  
However, when the agenda of particular churches or the church at large is set according to man’s standards 
instead of God’s, then the church is vulnerable and susceptible to being misled from its God-given purpose.  
When the church is driven by the latest renewal and growth methods, or the most recent research data, or by 
implementing cutting edge strategies that are culturally relevant in order to please the crowds, then there is a 
great danger of becoming something that does not resemble the true church at all. 

 
In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul presents clearly what the church desperately needs if it is to be 

effective in its service to Christ.  There is no need for pastors or elders to run to the ‘church growth and 
development’ section in the Christian bookstores.  Nor is there a necessity for leaders to flock to the latest 
seminars in order to be trained in the newest programs for evangelization, body life, seeker sensitivity, or cell 
group development.  In fact, the church has no primary need for these emphases at all.  Programs geared toward 
particular ministry foci may produce numeric growth, but spiritual growth that results in numeric growth will 
naturally occur as the church realizes she already has been given what she needs most.  Paul reveals that which 
the bride of Christ needs and already has.  And he discloses from whose hand she has had it lavished upon her. 

 
Far more than programs and strategic plans, the church needs individuals.  These particular leaders are 

gifted individuals given back to the church by her Redeemer.  Their role within the flock of Christ is to 
shepherd in such a way that members themselves might be equipped to serve.  For this to take place, the body of 
Christ does not need stereotypical, die-cast leaders.  There must be a diversity of leadership if all the parts of the 
body are to function in ways that are healthy and glorifying to God.  It is the difference within individual 
leaders that ensures the unity of the whole. 

   
 Yet the church must have leaders who do possess one common trait: that of being servants.  Men who 
aspire to lead the church must be called of God to do so, but they are obliged to learn submission as the 
fundamental building block of their leadership.  They must breathe deeply from the air of Christ who came to 
serve, not to be served.  They are obligated to lead “within the boundaries of God’s Word,” realizing “that 
Christ is the Lord and centre” (Cornelius Venema) of all they are called to do. 

 



 2 

Session News 

The Session and Diaconate of CMPCA met on Monday, June 30, 2008. The meeting began with prayer and a 
lengthy discussion of the building time schedule and purpose. It is expected that the initial filing of the platting 
and concept plans with the City will be done during July. General matters reviewed included status of the 
replacement of the computer, acceptance of new members, and review of church financial reports. Your prayers 
for the Elders and Deacons are greatly appreciated. 
  

Intercessory Prayer 
Do you have a need you would like to share with the CMPCA Prayer Team?  If so, please take a moment to 
complete a prayer card and place it in the offering plate.   You may also take a prayer request card and return it 
the following Sunday.  The prayer request cards are not intended for a crisis, emergency, pressing, urgent nor 
immediate need.   If you do not desire to use the cards, you may still call the prayer coordinator with a non-
urgent prayer request throughout the week. The prayer cards have general categories listed.  Please select from 
one of the general categories and give the specifics of your request.  If there is a category (not listed) on the 
cards check the “other” category and specify the need.  In addition, please indicate whether you want your 
request to remain confidential, have it placed on the prayer chain, or have it printed in the bulletin.  Also note 
whether you want the elders to pray for your request during the worship service and whether you want to meet 
with someone in leadership.  To receive a prayer request card, please see one of the Deacons.  There are prayer 
request cards in the back of the church pews.  For immediate prayer requests please contact the Women in the 
Church Prayer coordinator, Brenda Senne, 226-2043 
 
 

General Assembly News 

The 36th General Assembly recently denied an overture from the Philadelphia Presbytery to form a study 
committee to investigate Scripture’s teaching on women deacons. In its response, the Overtures Committee 
encouraged local study and discussion, rather than the proposed denomination-wide study.  
 
In reply, the PCA Historical Center has gathered resources to help guide those discussions, and to provide 
historical background for those interested in learning more about the work of deacons and the role of the 
diaconate.  
 
To review the materials now available, please visit the PCA Historical Center.  

 

Did You Know? 

� We are working on putting out a new directory. Please see Mary Vincent to proofread the draft copy of 
your entry. If you aren't in there, please let her know so we can add your information. 

 
� Take note: the church zip code has changed! It is now 80905 and the post office will continue to 

deliver mail addressed with the old zip to us for a year. We would like someone who would be willing to 
contact all our regular correspondents about the new zip code. Please help out Kathy with this daunting task! 
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Of Note 
 Which statement in the Apostle’s Creed gives you the most confusion? Perhaps the line “I believe in the 
holy catholic church, the communion of saints” gives you pause to recite it. The hymn The Church’s One 
Foundation was written for the very reason to affirm that Jesus is the only foundation for the church. As we 
have often sung it in our worship, we should reaffirm that belief in our hearts.  
 

In the mid-19th century in England, theological controversy was in full sway, challenging the historical 
accuracy of scripture and the authorship of several Old Testament books. The primary doctrines of the Anglican 
Church were being attacked by liberalism. Pastor Samuel Stone, known as the “poor man’s pastor” decided to 
write a series of hymns in the common language based on the Apostle’s Creed to help the congregants 
understand the essentials of the Faith. The original 3rd stanza refers to this controversy with this statement: 
“Though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale," and stanza 4 has this statement: "With a 
scornful wonder, men see her sore oppressed, by schisms rent asunder by heresies distressed."  
 

Stone used the hymn to demonstrate “his firm belief in the church as the instrument of Christ for 
meeting the needs of people.” He lived out his belief that the church should minister to hurting people. The 
church should be a place to find comfort, guidance, and encouragement from one another not where the spiritual 
elite lord it over the less informed. Stone made his church “a beautiful place of worship for the humble folk and 
made it a center of light in dark places.”  She on earth hath union with God the Three in One, and mystic sweet 
communion with those whose rest is won. Let’s all give thanks for our church and the ministry we have to one 
another and those who come among us for help. It’s a mandate from our Head, Jesus Christ.  From Amazing Grace by 
Kenneth Osbeck.   Mary Vincent 
 

Moms and Tots 
Moms and Tots gathered at America the Beautiful Park this month for some fun at the playground and in the 
water!  What joy comes from spending time together with other Christian Moms, building friendships and 
training our little ones how to begin relating to their friends in a godly way when we're together.  We'd love to 
have you come and join our next outdoor adventure in August.  Karen Robbins 
  

Ben’s Observations 
 It’s hard to believe that we’re already halfway through 2008. It’s been an interesting six months around 
CMPC and things are still looking up. After gathering the opinions of many people, I noticed one resounding 
positive, and that can be summed up in one word – unity. People I talked with overwhelming noticed that 
people were coming together and growing in the Word. In the words of one congregant, “people are stepping up 
to the plate.” Another area that people see strengths in is the message being preached. These two things work 
hand in hand. With excellent messages coming from the pulpit on a weekly basis, it’s not hard to see why 
people are coming together to get things accomplished. It’s also not hard to see that the people in this church 
come together to make up a family. The sermons also prepare us to go out into the world and fulfill what we are 
called to do by going out and spreading the Gospel. It has been fascinating to watch our church grow in the 
leaps and bounds that it has over the past six months. Hopefully we can apply these things and make the next 
six months even better. Ben Warwick 
 

WIC 
 Good morning ladies!  We greet you with the hope that some of these illusive raindrops are 
coming your way during this lovely, but dry, summer. 
  



 4 

Our Council will meet in mid-July to make plans for the coming year, and we hope you will 
participate with us by sharing some of your ideas for activities you would like to see us put on the 
calendar.  Please see Karen, Corrie, or Sally with those thoughts!  Thanks so much.  Sally Brown 
  

WIC Book Club 
  WIC Book Club members have their bookmarks in the middle of John Owen's writing called Death of 
Death in the Death of Christ.  We plan to meet soon to discuss this, so I would  like to invite you to join us for 
our next book.  We're jumping out of church history and into the contemporary writings of John Piper.  In 
particular, we will be reading his book, Desiring God.   It is an excellent book to have a copy of in your own 
library to access easily and reread, as needed.  He addresses soul-stirring topics of spiritual life with biblical 
explanations that exhort and encourage believers, both young and old.  Please contact Karen Robbins if you 
would like to read John Piper with us. 
 

Heritage Builders 
  After church on Sunday, July 13, we enjoyed an afternoon at a nearby park. What beautiful weather we 
had! There was much time spent playing on swings and in the sand as well as Frisbee and sweet fellowship. 
Watch for information on our upcoming AUGUST EVENT!  
 

Ladies’ Bible Studies 
 Ladies, we are happy to report to you that we have decided what to study during the coming 
year, and we hope you will approve and take part.  The Tuesday afternoon study will continue with 
Part 2 of Hebrews.  This is open for enrollment, and if you are interested, please call me because I 
have some suggestions for preparing for Part II.  We meet at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday afternoons at my 
house. 
  

The Wednesday evening study will start Hebrews, Part 1.  That was the suggestion of the 
group, so we will begin when the summer session ends.  It is important to sign up with me for this so I 
will know how many books to have for you.  Thanks so much!  Please understand that though the 
Hebrews studies are with Precept Ministries, we will be doing the type called "In and Out" which is still 
a challenging and rewarding study, but it has much less homework.  We will study one week and 
have the video the next, as we have done in the past.  Blessings await, I promise!  Don't miss this!  
Sally Brown 
  

Mary Vincent's group will begin a fall study at the same time.  Our group will be looking at Jerry 
Bridges' Pursuit of Holiness. If you've wondered how God could possibly command us to be holy, 
come join us and discover His truth. Please let me know if you're interested in attending so I can 
order a book for you.  Mary Vincent 

 
Update your directory 

 
Mary Sue Webber new zip code: 80905 
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Celebrations 
 
July 
21st Haydanne Johnson 
30th Ann Holt 
 
Aug 
2nd Kaiti Poehlmann 

14th Jonathan Henry 
 Hugh/Brigitte Davis, Wedding 
Anniversary  
 Micah Estanol 
17th Chuck/Liz Davis, Wedding Anniversary 
 

 
PCA Missions 

 
 
 
 
Manila, Philippines 

• Pray for smooth transition for the children who 
have lived at Ang Bahay Parola for three years 
who are returning to their families 

• Pray for staffing needs at Ang Bahay Parola 
• Pray for newly admitted girls 
• Pray for health and healing of the children in the 

center 
 
Mission to the World 
PCA equips missionaries by sending them back to the 
basics. The conference, Living in Grace,” was developed 
by MTW to equip missionaries for the field with the 
basic truth of the gospel. Steve Collins says, “The most 
effective ministry comes from dependence on the Lord—
not on our own strengths and gifts.” 
 

 
Presbyterian and Reformed 

Joint Commission on 

Chaplains and Military 

Personnel 
Mission to North AmericaMission to North AmericaMission to North AmericaMission to North America 

 
Mission to North America’s (MNA) Chaplain Ministries 
has grown to 150 in the military and 50-60 in civilian 
capacities, at hospitals, retirement centers, and hospice.   
 
 

 
 
Each military chaplain is responsible for 400-600 
personnel and their families, so even first-time chaplains 
gain instant “flocks” of more than 1,000. 
 
Col. Peterson (U.S. Army-Ret.), a military chaplain for 
30 years, says “Probably no one does more family 
counseling than military chaplains.”  
 
 
While Peterson was coordinator of the Chaplain 
Ministries, he tried “to strengthen the connection between 
the chaplaincy and the church”—building awareness 
throughout the PCA of the impact of chaplains and 
opportunities to enhance their ministry 
 
The Guardian, an informational prayer calendar, goes to 
each PCA congregation. Peterson also has actively 
enlisted churches to support individual chaplains, 
financially and with prayer. “At least 95 percent of our 
chaplains have three church sponsors, which has been our 
goal. This has significantly strengthened the effectiveness 
of the chaplains’ ministry.”  
 
“What a great society we have—even though it has 
become so secular and postmodern. The government 
allows us to send chaplains into government institutions, 
ultimately paying us to preach the gospel!”  
 
From The Guardian: CH (CPT) Seth George, Fort 
Jackson, SC (PCA—Rocky Mountain Presbytery), is 
currently enrolled in the Chaplains Advanced Course in 
hopes of growing professionally and personally as he 
prepares for the next assignment. Prayer Request: that 
he’ll be ready for the next assignment this summer. 
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Soccer isn’t the only tool for reaching those 
incarcerated—softball teams have been in action too! 
Five different teams were in action at five different 
prisons in three states. A total of 69 men made 
professions of faith. Please pray for upcoming games and 
upcoming crusades. 
 
From New Geneva—"The city of Geneva was a major 
center for the Reformation…Five hundred years later, the 
Reformation continues at New Geneva Seminary…The 
whole is summarized in Soli Deo Glori, to God be the 
glory alone…We are thankful for so many who have 
partnered with us in this challenging venture, for our 
graduates, for dedicated faculty members, and students 
that are diligently preparing to take the Reformation to 
the next generation" 
  
Mark your calendars: The Annual New Geneva Banquet 
will be November 7, a time to celebrate all of God's 
wonderful provisions for the seminary. Plan to join us for 
this special gathering. 
  
Have you checked out the Dr. Aquila Report? He has 
begun publishing an independent web magazine 
providing news and information about the PCA and other 
Reformed denominations. Go to 
www.theaquilareport.com. 
 
 
MNA Organizes Relief Effort for Iowa Flooding 
Victims 
 
July 2008 
Following up on last month’s devastating floods and 
tornadoes in Iowa, Mission to North America (MNA) 
and leaders from Iowa Presbytery have formulated 
a strategy to begin the PCA disaster response in 
Iowa City and Cedar Rapids. 
 
“We are partnering with Hope Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church PCA North Liberty and Ancient 
Hope Mission PCA Iowa City as our host 
congregations,” said Arklie Hooten, MNA’s director 
of Disaster Response. “Hope is located between our 
target areas, and in God’s providence, its church 
building was spared from damage. We will be ready 
to receive relief volunteers beginning July 11.”  
 

Initially, the work will focus on mudding out homes 
that have experienced significant flooding by 
contaminated water. Volunteers will also be 
performing mold and mildew remediation.  
 
“More than 5,000 homes were damaged by the 
flooding, some still under water,” said Hooten. 
“Many folks are without the ability to resume life as 
they knew it before the flood. We are seeking every 
opportunity that allows us to meet them in their 
need.” 
 
Volunteers with construction, deconstruction, and 
hospitality skills are needed immediately. To learn 
more about volunteer opportunities with MNA in 
Iowa, visit www.pca-mna.org/disaster. 
 
 
 
 
Nursery Ministry 
 
July 27 
 Worship: Lora Bryant 
 Sunday School: Ben Warwick, Julie Gostnell 
August 3 
 Worship: Kaiti Poehlmann 
 Sunday School: Ashley Johnson, Rena Cummings 
August 10 
 Worship: Paula Johnson 
 Sunday School: Linda Hohlen, Ann Holt 
August 17 
 Worship: Nancy O’Connell 
 Sunday School: Karen Robbins, Jennifer Layher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


