Pastoral Missive
by Jim Alexander

Jonathan Edwards, arguably the greatest Protestant mind in all of American history, was the man used of God to “ignite
the explosion of faith we call The Great Awakening in New England in the 1730/s and 404s” (John Piper). He was a
small-town pastor who served the same church for over two decades, a missionary to the Indians, president of the college
that became Princeton University, a theologian who wrote continuously, and a father of eleven children who followed his
Lord.

Whenever an individual is used of God with such tremendous impact, it begs a question we must ask even of Edwards.
What was the defining characteristic that set him apart and equipped him for all his tasks? The answer is found in The
Resolutions of Jonathan Edwards, one of his writings which impacted him most deeply.

“BEING SENSIBLE THAT | AM UNABLE TO DO ANYTHING WITHOUT GOD' S HELP, | DO HUMBLY
ENTREAT HIM BY HIS GRACE TO ENABLE ME TO KEEP THESE RESOLUTIONS, SO FAR AS THEY ARE
AGREEABLE TO HIS WILL, FOR CHRIST' S SAKE.

* Resolved, never to do any manner of thing, whether in soul or body, less or more, but what tends to the glory of God;

* Resolved, to live with all my might, while | do live.

* Resolved, never to do anything, which I should be afraid to do, if it were the last hour of my life.

* Resolved, to act, in all respects, both speaking and doing, as if nobody had been so vile as I, and as if | had committed
the same sins, or had the same infirmities or failings as others; and that | will let the knowledge of their failings
promote nothing but shame in myself, and prove only an occasion of my confessing my own sins and misery to God.

* Resolved, never to do any thing out of revenge.

* Resolved, whenever I do any conspicuously evil action, to trace it back, till I come to the original cause; and then, both
carefully endeavor to do so no more, and to fight and pray with all my might against the original of it.

* Resolved, never, henceforward, till | die, to act as if | were any way my own, but entirely and altogether God's.”

These are just a few of the seventy resolutions which reveal the unswerving commitment to God and His glory that
characterized Jonathan Edwards’ life and ministry.

As we serve Christ together at CMPCA this year, may we keep this New Year’s Resolution:

* Resolved, to live abandoned to God, becoming conformed to the character of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that He might receive all the glory.

Let us pursue our Lord passionately and with purpose so others may see the truth of the gospel revealed in our love for
Him and each other.



Session News

The Session held its regular monthly meeting on
January 13 following the Sunday school hour.
Operating matters were discussed with the Deacon's
who will be working with the Nazarene Church to
assure that the church is heated before all CMPCA
activities and that snow is removed from the parking
lot.

Mary Vincent was approved to handle Church
bulletin preparation temporarily until a long term
plan is found. Mary will also begin teaching a ladies
Bible study on Tuesday nights to ladies interested in
the book by Dr. R. C. Sproul called "Essential Truths
of the Christian Faith.”

The Deacons reported on the special gifts that
were made to missionaries and mission organizations
which are currently supported by CMPCA. The
budget for 2008 was approved and will be presented
to the congregation as soon as the final financials for
2007 have been completed by the church accountant.

A Men's Winter Retreat was tentatively approved
for Feb. 22, 23 subject to determining a suitable
location and agenda. Then next regular meeting of the
Session was set for Feb. 5 at 6:30 PM.

Women In the Church-WIC

“O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like You in
heaven above or on earth below--You who keep Your
covenant of love with Your servants who continue
wholeheartedly in Your way," | Kings 8:23b. Verses
such as this one were used to begin our “concert of
prayer.” What a special time of prayer we had on
Saturday, January 14", as a part of our WIC Meeting!
We followed the acronym ACTS - Adoration,
Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication. We
prayed for our World, our Nation, our State, our City,
our Church and Individuals.

We also ended the current "Heart to Heart"
program, which began last January. We appreciate all
who participated. We pray it was a beneficial
endeavor. If you and your "partner" desire to continue,
we certainly would encourage you to do so.

Thanks to Brenda Senne for hosting our meeting,
to Kaiti Poehlmann for the devotion and to Sally
Brown and Mary Vincent for the refreshments!

Please save Friday, Feb. 8 for a social evening for
adults in the congregation. There will be appetizers
and games. More details to follow!

Church Family
Jane Williams and Loyd Hudson

I was born in 1923 in Utica, Kentucky. I had two
sisters, one eight years older and one eight years
younger. My father was a prosperous farmer, with the
main crop being tobacco.  After high school
graduation, I was married to A. Paul Stogner. We
moved to Owensboro, Kentucky, and had three
children, Gary, Paula and Kim. Our family attended
the Walnut Street Baptist Church.

In 1960 we moved to Oklahoma. Three years
later, Paul was tragically killed in a construction
accident. Having never worked outside the home, |
attended night school and 1 was employed by a large
law firm for twenty years.

In 1962 my oldest son, Gary, lost his leg in a
boating accident.  Tumultuous years followed,
culminating in his death in 1964 at the age of
twenty-six.

Paula introduced me to a high school friend's
single father, Reese Williams. We were married in
1967. Having vacationed in Eureka Springs,
Arkansas, for many years, we decided to relocate there
for our retirement. We didn't stay retired for long, as
we both became involved in real estate. We worked
together and were inseparable until his death in 2001.

Shortly after this, I moved to Colorado Springs to
be near my family and joined Cheyenne Mountain
Presbyterian Church. In 2006, I met Lloyd Hudsen
and we were married in October of that same year.
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New Arrivals

Welcome to Josiah Alexander Henry, Mike & Eva
Henry’s new son, born November 25, 2007, 8 Ibs. 1
0z. They chose the name Josiah because it had been a
favorite name of theirs for a long time. And “he was
a king in the Old Testament,” said Eva. His name is
three kings: Josiah, OT; Alexander, a Greek king; and
Henry, an English king! Josiah means “Jehovah
helps.”



Of Note

Like that first angel chorus, Agnus Dei heralds the
good news of Jesus Christ. So our congregation has
heralded the message numerous times: Alleluia, Worthy
is the Lamb. Agnus Dei is a Latin term meaning Lamb of
God and was originally used to refer to Jesus Christ in his
role as the perfect sacrificial offering that atones for our
sins. Agnus Dei was written by Michael Smith, a
Christian recording star who has won 22 Dove Awards
presented by the Gospel Music Association for his
numerous albums and concert videos, including Artist of
the Year and Producer of the Year. Michael was born in
1957 in West Virginia and studied piano as a young child,
writing his first song when he was five. He became a
believer in Christ at ten years old. He has played in
various Christian bands, including Amy Grant’s band. In
the 1980s he founded Reunion Records, then in the 1990s
he founded Rocketown Records.

In 2001, Michael focused on revitalizing the worship
in his church and created several worship albums.
Throughout his 20+ year career, Michael has had the
opportunity to sing for Presidents, national leaders,
community gatherings, memorials, the Billy Graham
Crusades, and on national and international
television...and his work is not yet done.

“On a rainy June evening, Michael joined nearly
10,000 worshipers including Amy Grant, Shaun Groves,
Darwin Hobbs, Greg Long, Cindy Morgan, Phillips, Craig
& Dean, Ginny Owens, Chris Rice and Mark Schultz at
Carpenter's Home Church in Lakeland, Florida, to record
the album that has been on his heart for over five years.

“Leading worship is nothing new to Michael. His
songs ‘Great is the Lord” and ‘Thy Word’ are included in
most hymnals, and the Smitty-penned ‘Agnus Dei’ is
popular in most modern worship circles. Michael
describes how he chose the songs by saying, ‘It's always
been my goal, if | did the record, to pick the twelve songs
that just slay you.” And that's what he did.” ‘Agnus Dei’
is one of the songs on the album. “From ‘Let It Rain’ to
‘Heart Of Worship’ Michael leads with a sense of
humility, shedding all pride. ‘This is not about me,” says
Michael. “‘We did this to worship God.””

from sing365.com; michaelwsmith.com; Word Music.com

Recently, | sat down with Sunday School teacher Toby
Holt and asked him a few questions about this class. First,
| asked Toby why he picked Ecclesiastes as the basis fo
the class. He told me that it was a powerful but
misunderstood book. The theory of Calvinism and the
contrasting theologies were also a big factor. Next, |
asked him what the one thing he wanted people to get out
of the class would be. He told me that he wanted people
to get a better understanding of God’s sovereignty in our
lives. On the question of which topic he most enjoyed
speaking on, he replied that it was Ecclesiastes 12:13,
because it summarizes the whole book in one chapter. |
then asked him what the one thing was he wanted to teach
on that he didn’t get to. Toby’s reply: Ecclesiastes 12:11.
This verse reminds us of how completely Jesus Christ
permeates in the Old Testament.” Finally, | asked him
what the one word or phrase is that sums up all the class
and he said that it was Eccles. 12:13, because it summed
up all of Solomon’s life and reminded us of our
responsibility.

A big thanks goes out to Toby Holt, the teacher of the
class on Ecclesiastes. His class was very informative and
very educational.

In next month’s newsletter: Different perspectives on
the true meaning of love.

Moms and Tots

Joinus THIS Wednesday, January 23 at PUMP IT
UP for an inflatable toy play date. The play time is 10:30-
12:00. Be sure to bring socks and invite friends to join us
there. Anyone up for lunch at a local establishment
afterwards? See you there! For questions or directions
contact Karen, Corrie or Lora.
Bundle up Moms and Tots! Let's look forward to a
weather-permitting trip to the zoo early February!

Ben's Observations

Toby Holt on Ecclesiastes
by Ben Warwick
Thirteen weeks ago, Cheyenne Mountain started a new
Sunday School course on the book of Ecclesiastes.

Heritage Builders

We have just started a 10-week worldview series by
Francis Schaeffer called "How Shall we Then Live?."
Each evening we meet we will watch his short
presentation and follow with discussion. We'll throw a
game night or other fellowship in there, too! Come
fellowship with us on Tuesday nights at church. Contact
Dave and Karen Robbins with questions.
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from the Director, Tom Stewart, M.D.: “When | look
back, | am amazed at what the Lord has done through the
StreetChild ministry, with certainly hundreds of lives
touched one way or another. For that | am very thankful.”
StreetChild received a check for the largest WIC Love
Gift ever given, benefitting projects in Mexico and India.

Nairobi, Kenya

Street Child Prayer requests:

1 Pray that the girls at Shunem Shelter for Girls may
continue to grow in spiritual maturity

Pray that God’s hand of protection will to be upon the
Shunem girls

Pray Shunem housemothers will be well rested as they
resume ministry

WIC Book Club

WE DID IT! We read all 900+ pages of Augustine’s

magnum opus The City of God, written in the 5" century.

It took him 13 years to write it and took us 4 months to

read it! Rome had been sacked 3 years before he started

writing (413 A.D.) and the people that fled from Rome to

North Africa, where he was Bishop of Hippo were blam-

ing the Christians. Augustine took up the task of defend-

ing the Christian Faith.
The book club met January 3 to discuss the second half

of the book . Points from our discussion:

< Bk. 18 describes the development of unbelieving soci-
eties/kingdoms along with the corresponding develop-
ment of God’s people/Israelites, i.e., Rome was
founded when Hezekiah was king in Judah.

< The city of God/believers historically prefigure Christ
and His kingdom.

< Bk 22 has an interesting discussion of the rewards of
the City of God/believers after the last judgment.

< | was inspired by Augustine. To think that 1600 years
ago he was writing on the theme: Salvation comes by
grace through faith alone. But what was even more
amazing to me, God's grace sanctifies us also: "This
righteousness of God, which is the gift of grace with-
out regard to merits, is unknown to those who wish to
establish a righteousness of their own, and for that
reason have not subjected themselves to the righteous-
ness of God, which is Christ." [Bk. 21, ch. 24] "For all
our good works, when they are understood as being his
works, not ours, are then reckoned to us for the attain-
ment of that Sabbath rest.” [Bk. 22, ch. 30]

< Another one of his themes [out of many others] that
inspired me was his case for Original Sin: "And this
race would not have been destined for death had not
the two first human beings incurred death as the re-
ward of disobedience: and so heinous was their sin that
man's nature suffered a change for the worse; and
bondage to sin and inevitable death was the legacy
handed on to their posterity" [Bk. 14, ch. 1] Because
Augustine had a high view of sin, he had a high view
of God's grace. It makes what Jesus did for us so mar-
velous! It makes us humble and so grateful, that we
desire to serve Him. | myself, never get tired of hearing
the story of what Christ has done for us.

With Augustine behind us, we jump over 1000 years
ahead and land on Martin Luther. We are just starting to
read his The Bondage of the Will. So far for me, it has
been a vibrant read. As he debates Erasmus, he stirs my
heart towards sharpening its convictions from God's
Word and sharing them, especially regarding God's sav-
ing grace. Please let me know if you are planning to join
us, so we can plan our discussion date. We're looking
toward finishing the approximately 300 page book
mid-to-late February. Order your copy today! Contact
Karen Robbins with any questions.

Ladies Bible Studies

Hi Ladies of CMPCA: 1 send greetings from all the
ladies studying with us, past and present. 1 also greet you
who are considering joining us, and look forward to hearing
from you. Call me at 540-2017 if you have an interest in
Bible Study.

On Tuesday afternoons at 1:00 we have just started a
Precepts In and Out study on Hebrews, and now is the time
to sign up with me if you are considering this, for as we go
along in this study, it will be harder to get into the study due
to the amount of reading and reaching! Don't miss this
excellent study.

Also, on Tuesday evening, after our fellowship dinner,
we are about midway through this study (Chapter 6) of
Carol Ruvolo's book, "Grace to Stand Firm, Grace to
Grow." Once again, this is a great study for us and we
enjoy the fellowship of our sisters in Christ while we plunge
into the Word. What an opportunity! | pray you have a
hunger for God's Word and want to join one of these
studies.

Love, Sally
719/540-2017



Rocky Mtn. Presbytery Women's Event
Denver

On Thurs. January 24th at 12 noon there will be a catered
lunch and at 1:00 a guest speaker specifically for any woman
interested. This will take place at the Bradburn Clubhouse.
Babysitting will be provided at the church nursery. Cost of
the lunch is $9.50. The speaker is Beth Anne Zeller, a
mother of 13 children, 2 of which were adopted from
Ethiopia. Her husband is Andrew Zeller, president of Sangre
de Cristo Seminary. Please also join us for an evening of
worship on Thursday evening. If you are interested in more
information, contact Karen Robbins

Old Hymns For a New Generation

In the October/November 2007 issue of byFaith, Melissa
Morgan wrote "Old Hymns for a New Generation."
There, Morgan discusses the movement to rewrite music
for old hymn texts, and the role of Indelible Grace, an
extension of Reformed University Fellowship, the PCA's
campus ministry. Read the article at
http://byfaithonline.com/page/arts-culture.

A Puzzle

Can you find some books of the Bible in the following
paragraph:

In this remarkable paragraph are hidden the names of 15
books of the Bible. It’s a real lulu. Kept me looking so
hard for facts | missed the revelations. | was in a jam
especially since the names were not capitalized. The truth
will come to numbers of you-to others it will be a real job.
For all it will be a most fascinating search. Yes, there will
be some easy to spot, and others hard to judge. So we
admit, it usually results in loud lamentations. One lady
says she brews coffee while she puzzles over it. Can you
find all 15?

Byfaith Online Survey

Every Christian who believes the Bible should become a
formal member of a local church, wherever he or she lives,
for however long, as quickly as possible. Do you agree?
Yes, formal membership is important—79%

No, formal membership doesn't really matter—9%

Haven't really thought about it-1%

CMPC A Missionaries

: rl.'_.“ Dear brothers & sisters,
Pt Greetings from the trenches at
g the front line. Thank you for
your love & partnership in our
4 mission. May the Lord
mulitply your blessings this
Christmas & always!

Love, Milan, Zita, & Daniel Tacheci. 2 Cor: 10-15

| Season’s greetings, with love
from the Westons

§ Brett, Erin, Hannah, Isaiah,
Cole & Cade

Ray & Michele Call. They are still in language school

and trying to raise the rest of their
1 financial support. Their prayer is
that God would transform the lives
of myriads along the U.S./Mexico
border and through that move-
ment, raise up an army of wit-
nesses for Christ. God is the one
who is able to do far more abun-
# dantly than all we ask or think and
they look to him to build his
Church!



Celebrations

January

21% Tim Wilson

23 Addie Hildebrand
24" David Erickson
30" Kate Bryant

February

1% Brigitte Davis
Jim Alexander
6" Loyd Hudson
11" Sandi Jones
13" John Jones
Carol Hildebrand
15" George Poehlmann
Dennis/Lora Bryant, Wedding Anniversary

Samaritan’s Purse Update

Over the past year, God made it possible for Samari-

tan’s Purse to share His love with millions of suffering

people.

1 A flood of gift-filled shoe boxes to some 8 million
hurting children all over the world.

B Helped those devastated by cyclone in Bangladesh,
earthquake in Peru, volcano in Ecuador, drought in
Niger, wildfires in California, flooding in North
Koria and Mexico.

Nursery Ministry

January 27

Worship: Julie Gostnell, Jennifer Layher

Sunday School: Brenda Senne, Kaiti Poehlmann
February 3

Worship: Nancy O’Connell, Brenda Senne

Sunday School: Brenda Senne, Mary Sue Webber
February 10

Worship: Eva Henry

Sunday School: Rena Cummings, Corrie McClure
February 17

Worship: Lora Bryant, Paula Johnson

Sunday School: Karen Robbins

PCA Missions

Presbyterian and Reformed Joint Com-
mission on Chaplains and Military Per-
sonnel, Mission to North America

The US Navy Chaplain School recently
established the Chaplain Stanley Beach Student Lead-
ership Award in honor of Navy Captain Stan Beach,
Chaplain, USN, RET., and Chaplain Ministries Asso-
ciate Coordinator. “We are honored that one of our
own PCA chaplains was so recognized by the Navy
Chaplain School.”

Mission to North America

CrossPoint Church in downtown Seattle struggled
with needing more room and no space to expand. So
they “split” the church, made 2 congregations in 2
different locations with the same Session leadership
and Pastor. The church has grown as the members
were stretched personally and spiritually.
ShortTerm Missions links those who have re-
sources to invest in Kingdom work, with others who
are lacking. The new church plant on Yakama Indian
Reservation is looking for skateboarders! Many of the
teenagers are very good skaters and they would love to
have people who are skilled to come and help them
make inroads with this population.
< Pray for those who are on the front lines of ministry
< Pray for MNA ShortTerm Missions and Disaster
Response

< Pray that God will use our ministries to advance the
Gospel among the many people groups on North
America in which we have established ministris.

Ministry Opportunities

The Henrys need volunteers to come watch the kids on
occasion for Eva while Mike is out-of-town looking
for employment. We are also providing meals for Eva
and the children while Mike is gone. Let Corrie
McClure know if you can help them out at this time.

Greg Pippin, who considers himself a part of our fel-
lowship but is rarely able to attend because of health
problems, needs meals prepared in individual portions
which can be frozen and microwaved. Again, contact
Corrie for additional information if you can help out
here.



