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A Biblical Paradigm of Church Growth – Part II 
 

Any discussion on church growth ought to include an examination of the biblical foundation of the 
church so that we might know how it is to function properly.  Over 70 verses in New Testament talk about the 
church with another eight references pointing to it as the assembling of God’s people.  The Old Testament, 
though not addressing the church directly because its mystery had not at that time been revealed, speaks of the 
assembling of God’s people in over 100 passages.  Such terminology is applied to the nation of Israel in general 
and specifically to times when God’s people were called together in holy assemblies to worship. 

    
 The New Testament church was founded upon Christ through the apostles and is governed by elders and 
deacons.  The scope of her ministry is larger than the immediate proximity in which she exists.  She has the 
privilege of sending the gospel into the entire world through her prayers, financial support, and the giving of her 
members as they are called to go as missionaries in her behalf.  The New Testament teaches that the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against the church.  Though she has faced and will continue to undergo periods of 
persecution and peace, still she remains a place for the gathering of the saints for worship, instruction in the 
Scriptures, admonition to holiness, periods of corporate prayer, the proper observance of the sacraments, and for 
biblical church discipline so that purity of doctrine may be preserved.  
   
 Christ is the head of the church; she thrives in obedient subjection to Him.  He loved the church and 
gave Himself up for her so that He might present her back to Himself without spot or wrinkle.  She is the body 
and bride of Christ.  Men who are both entrusted with and gifted for her care will lead her best by serving her 
true needs.  This includes humbly examining the soundness of her doctrine and the faithfulness of her practice. 
According to Jerome “The church does not consist in buildings, but in true doctrine.’’ Augustine adds “The 
church is an assembly of elect persons, whom God by His word and Spirit called out of the state of sin into the 
state of grace unto eternal glory.”  Those who are her true members are known only by God for it is He who 
judges men’s hearts and knows who have been adopted and sanctified through His Son.  This being so, God has 
yet given the marks of the church in order that believers might rightly recognize one another and ally with each 
other in holy worship.  “We recognize as members of the church those who, by confession of faith, by example 
of life, and by partaking of the sacraments, profess the same God and Christ with us … Wherever we see the 
Word of God purely preached and heard, and the sacraments administered according to Christ’s institution, 
there, it is not to be doubted, a church of God exists” (John Calvin).    
  
 I am thankful to God for calling together a true church at Cheyenne Mountain Presbyterian.  Let us 
continue to worship Him and serve one another in humble obedience to His Word.   



Session News 
The Session met on Aug. 4 at New Geneva 

Seminary and reviewed the filing made with the City of 
Colorado Springs by the Larsen Group for the platting 
and initial concept plan for the building location on the 
church land. It will take about six months to receive City 
approval for this phase of the project. 

 
The Session accepted the membership by 

transfer of Mark and Caitlen Covey. Starting Aug.1, the 
children's Sunday school class for ages 6-8 will be 
taught by Pam Alexander and Karen Weaver. Initial 
plans were developed for a church picnic on the on the 
church land in September. 

 
The Session approved Ted Ogley as a church 

intern commencing September 1. Toby Holt will be 
released from his internship at that time with much 
gratitude for his faithful and excellent service. 

 
The next meeting of the Session was scheduled 

for Sept. 7. 
  

Opportunity to serve our community:  
We will be collecting school supplies for our 
local middle school, Fox Meadow.  We will 
collect the items for 4 consecutive Sunday 
mornings beginning August 17 until 
September 7.  Drop your donations in a 
marked basket outside the sanctuary and 
adult Sunday school classroom.  The 
middle school children need #2 pencils, 
notebooks, gluesticks, kleenex boxes, 
scissors, highlighters and more.  A detailed 
school supplies list is available on their 
website 
www.foxmeadow.harrison.k12.co.us.  Look 
for the donation basket on 
SUNDAY! Contact Karen Robbins for more 
information. 
 

Church-wide Dinner 
 
Please join us from 6-8 p.m. on Wednesday 
night, August 27 for an all-church dinner and 
vision meeting. Cost is $2 per person or $5 per 
family. The main dish will be provided by the 
church, but each family needs to bring a side 
dish that will serve your family plus a few more. 
After the meal, we will hear about God's 

unfolding plan for CMPCA as He continues to 
grow us to His praise and glory. Please RSVP 
the number from your family that will be in 
attendance to jalexander@newgeneva.org or 
661-4201. 

Community Bible Study 
 
Colorado South Day Class 
2008-2009 Class Year begins Sept 3 
 
This non-denominational, 30 week study 
of Genesis will meet each Wednesday 
morning from 9:15-11:15 a.m. at the 
host church, PIKES PEAK CHRISTIAN, 
4944 Bradley Road. This study involves 
home study questions, small group 
discussions, commentary and lecture by 
trained leaders. 
 
There is a children's ministry for 
infants through preschool age children 
which will be held while their mothers 
are in class. This ministry includes 
Bible stories, music, crafts and 
outdoor activities, weather 
permitting. 
 
The registration Fee is $25.00/women 
and $10.00/child with a maximum of 
$20/two or more children. 
 
For more info or to join, please call 
Linn Filmore, Coordinator, at 226-8014 
or Vel Fairburn, Children's Director, 
at 520-5463 

Of Note 
 

The worship anthem Here I Am to Worship, 
written by Tim Hughes, has been the number one 
worship song on the Christian Music Licensing 
network for two years running.  Our congregation 
has enjoyed its message of beauty, hope and light 
numerous times over the past several months. It’s a 
passionate response to God’s call for us to worship 
Him. 

Tim Hughes is a passionate man which is 
reflected in his music.  Emotion runs deep, always 
exploring new aspects of our God. He says, “We 
have an amazing God, and our worship should be 
real, honest, authentic, engaged, expressive, and 
wholehearted; we should be holding nothing back.”  
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Much of his music comes out of a time filled with 
daily prayer and surrender to what God is 
impressing on his heart. 

He has won two Dove Awards in his short 
career so far and is presently exploring the topic of 
God’s justice. He was raised in London and says his 
parents “always had a sense of loving the poor and 
the marginalized. My dad’s a vicar, and I remember 
vividly as a kid every Christmas the church ran a 
lunch outreach for the elderly, the homeless, and 
those who just didn’t have families. I remember 
we’d peel potatoes and serve food and drinks to 
people. In one sense it kind of felt strange: ‘Why 
aren’t we home opening our presents?’ But the 
concept of an outward Christian faith really stuck 
with me.” He was involved in a mission to London 
called Soul in the City where 10,000 young people 
spent time reaching out to the community by 
cleaning up the streets, painting houses and 
organizing sports for the kids. They felt like their 
worship times were actually an expression of the 
life they were demonstrating to the community. 

His primary passion is for God and the 
church. He is worship director of his local 
congregation, Holy Trinity Brompton in London, 
and wants to build the church by honoring God in 
the whole of life.  From © 2007 Sparrow Records - 
Site Design by Mad Dancer Media, Inc.       Mary 
Vincent 
 

*************************    
    

WICWICWICWIC    
 

 Your WIC Council has been busy in July 
preparing plans for the 2008-2009 church year, 
and will soon be able to give you a listing of 
those plans.  Meanwhile, would you let us 
know if you would hostess a meeting, be 
responsible for the refreshments for a meeting, 
OR lead a devotion for a meeting?  It is our 
prayer that this year's activities will be 
inspirational for all our ladies, and will promote 
a sense of camaraderie among all of us!  For 
suggestions, offers of support, etc., please 
contact Sally, Karen, Corrie, or Linda.  Thanks 
to you all.      Sally Brown 

    

WIC WIC WIC WIC Book ClubBook ClubBook ClubBook Club    
 A few of us will meet the evening of 
Thursday, August 28 to discuss John Owen.  I am 
looking forward to the evening, with friends, a 
coffee drink and a good book to talk about.   

It's a great time to think about joining us for 
our next book, Desiring God, by John Piper.  It is an 
easy read, but has very challenging implications for 
our spiritual life.  I hope you will decide to read 
with us.  We will meet in October to discuss, so 
there is still plenty of time to read!  Contact me with 
any questions or to let me know you are reading.      
Karen Robbins 

 

Heritage Builders 
 

  Take me out to the ball game! Take me out 
to the crowd! Buy me some peanuts and cracker 
jacks . . . We are planning to attend a Sky Sox game 
Friday night, August 22. Hope you can join us! 
Tickets are being purchased in advance. Please 
contact Sean and Corrie McClure for reservations: 
seanandcorrie@comcast.net or 201-6319 
 

Ladies’ Bible StudiesLadies’ Bible StudiesLadies’ Bible StudiesLadies’ Bible Studies    
    

 I hope you are enjoying our sizzling 
summer, ladies.  It could be more sizzling, I 
guess, so we'll be thankful for what we 
have.  Here's the scoop on the upcoming 
fall and winter sessions in Bible Study.  It is 
with great pleasure and excitement that I 
announce to you that Karen Robbins will 
be leading the Wednesday evening Bible 
Study.  She is starting the Hebrews I study, 
which offers students an overview of the 
book but focuses on Chapters 1-4.  This is a 
Precepts course, but one with a lesser 
amount of homework.  It is a definite JOY, 
so please let Karen or me know if you will 
be attending so that we can get the books 
ordered.  And many thanks to you, Karen, 
for expressing your desire to lead! 
  

With regard to the Tuesday 
afternoon study, we will be continuing with 
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Hebrews II.  This again goes through the 
overview of the whole book, but focuses 
on Chapters 5-13.  If you are interested in 
starting this study the first Tuesday in 
September, just let me know. Sally Brown 
  

Ladies, do you need a closer look at the 
holiness of God and His command that we be 
holy as He is holy? If so, please join us as we 
study Jerry Bridges' book Pursuit of Holiness. 
We will begin this study the first Wednesday in 
September after the church supper. Please let 
me know if you want to come study with us so I 
can have a book for you. Give me a call, 633-
6556.  Mary Vincent 

________________ 
Sunday, August 31 will be Toby Holt's last 
Sunday as a CMPCA seminary intern. We 
encourage all who would like to bring cards or 
notes of appreciation to be given to Toby and 
Ann during the Sunday School hour that 
morning. THANKS Toby and Ann for your 
faithful service to Christ and CMPCA while you 
have been with us! 
_____________________________________ 
 
Please join us for our Women's Day Retreat, 
Saturday, September 20, 2008. We will be 
meeting from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Vincenzo's 
(formerly known as The Place). Onilla May 
will be speaking to us regarding "Gifts of 
Grace". We will be encouraged in 
developing our own gifts and practicing 
them all as we grow together in the church 
and in the family. This topic will inspire us to 
greater unity and understanding in the 
Body of Christ. Cost will be $25 and include 

registration, a morning break as well as 
lunch. Registration forms will be available 
soon! Questions? Contact Corrie McClure 
or Lora Bryant 
 

Celebrations 
 
August 
20th Darik/Erica Hansen, Wedding Anniversary 
 George Weaver 
22nd Sarah Robbins 
23rd Mike Henry 
23rd George/Kati Poehlmann, Wedding Anniversary  
24th Betty Cline 
29th Richard/Loretta Gerzina, Wedding Anniversary 
30th Chaplain Russ/Cherrie Scharf, Wedding 

Anniversary 
31st Lora Bryant 
 
Sept 
4th Bob/Mary Vincent, Wedding Anniversary  
 John/Sandi Jones, Wedding Anniversary 
 Abby Campbell 
6th Nancy O’Connell 
11th Mary Lou Carlton 
12th Kevin Bywater 
 Irv/Sally Brown, Wedding Anniversary 
14th Ruth Culbertson 
 
 
 
***Please mark your calendars for September 
3 at Linda Hohlen's house.  We will look at 
some crafts we might do for our January 
meeting.  See Karen Robbins for details. 

  
     Fellowship at our Church Property 

 
Sunday, September 14, CMPCA will meet at our 

property on Westmeadow Road during the 
Sunday School hour. This will be a time to 
fellowship, eat, and pray together as we look 
forward to God's continued leading of our 
church. Details regarding this service will be 
in future bulletin announcements. 

Moms and Tots 
 

Moms and Tots will meet at the zoo on 
Wednesday morning, August 27 at 11:00am.  
Bring a lunch: we'll plan to eat together.  Let 
me know if you would like to come so we 
can meet you at the front gate and have fun 
enjoying the animals together.      Karen 
Robbins 322-0109 
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PCA Missions 

 
 
Mexico City, Mexico 

• Pray that local Presbyterian churches will be 
involved in the ministry 

• Pray that other full-time missionaries would come 
to aid Elisa 

• Pray for the street girls who are new mothers and 
their children. All are doing well and not sleeping 
on the streets. They rent a room for the night but 
spend the day in the streets. Pray God will create 
in them a desire for change 

• Pray for Elisa Moon that God will give her 
wisdom, discernment, courage, passion, faith, 
hope and health she needs to serve in this ministry 

______________ 
 
“Come with Me to the Well!” is the heart 
cry for MTW’s 2008 Children’s Mission 
Project.  They will focus on the need for 
building a well on the campus of the 
Bhogpur home for children. The children 
are sent there by their parents who have 

leprosy. There isn’t enough water from their water source 
to service all the children. The young boys must regularly 
haul water several miles to the lower campus where they 
live. About $25,000 is needed for the project. To learn 
more about this children’s home in India, go to 
www.home4children.com. 
 

 
• Thanks from Mission to the World 

 
Quite a few years ago an MTW missionary in Chile 
accepted an invitation to organize a small group of 
believers into a church. When he discovered that no  
one in the church played a musical instrument, the 
missionary taught himself to play the guitar. Before 
he turned the church over to a national pastor, he 
taught an elder to play, the elder taught his son, and 
the number of musicians grew. Now Gabriela, who 
grew up in the church, has joined their ranks, 
pouring her heart into her guitar. That wouldn't be 
so surprising, except that she is missing most of her 
fingers! 
  

Would you have considered Gabriela's handicap a 
deterrent to playing guitar? Well, don't tell her. In 
fact, John Rug, the MTW missionary, who planted 
the church, is blind. A blind man can't be a 
missionary, can he? Apparently God thinks he 
can. And He thinks a young woman with a 
handicap like Gabriela's can glorify Him with a 
guitar. 
  
Only a God like ours would use our feeble 
offerings to build His Kingdom. Thank you for your 
prayers and gifts that enable us to serve our 
mighty God. 

_________________________ 
 
Some 40 interns and mentors gathered at MTW in 
Atlanta recently to debrief their summer experience on 
fields from Acapulco to Ukraine.  
 
"We go through this debriefing process at the end of 
each summer to help our interns process their 
experience and adjust back to their home culture," said 
MTW's Opal Hardgrove. "In addition to serving them, it 
helps us assess their experience on the field and learn 
how to improve next year's program."  
 
This year marked MTW's first official internship 
mentoring program. Roughly one-fourth of this 
summer's 100 interns participated in that program, 
which involved Bible study, group mentoring, and one-
on-one mentoring in addition to the normal intern field 
experience.  
 
The core goal of MTW's larger internship program is to 
help students deepen their walk with God and develop 
a heart for missions. "Sometimes God raises up long-
term missionaries and future leadership out of our 
interns," said Hardgrove. "But our real hope is that 
everyone who serves as an intern will grow a bigger 
view of Him."  
 

Presbyterian and 
Reformed Joint 
Commission on 
Chaplains and Military 
Personnel 
 
CH Col Andrew Zeller, U.S. 
Northern Command, Peterson 

AFB, CO, (PCA-Rocky Mountain Presbytery). “It is a 
privilege and blessing to again be serving at Peterson 
Air Force Base. I assist the Command Chaplain, our 
own Chaplain Paul Wrigley, with strategic level 
chaplain issues associated with  
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anticipating and conducting homeland defense and civil 
support operations throughout North America.” 
 
Prayer Request: Praise God for 43 months of ministry 
as the Colorado Joint Force Headquarters State 
Chaplain. Pray that through a Christian spiritual witness 
to the world, God will bless our nation with peace. 
 
From the Pattersons, Campus Crusade for Christ 
Missionaries to Germany 
 
You might be totally surprised to know that now Europe 
is considered very spiritually DARK and very lost! We 
are involved in a new initiate, reaching out to business 
and executive community with the LIGHT of the 
world—Jesus! It’s called MOMENTUM EUROPE. 
 
It has been 480 years since Luther launched the 
Reformation in Germany. The Christian faith has not 
been the same since, nor has Germany seen a revival of 
spiritual renewal. Transformed lives are not so evident. 
Secularism has overtaken the culture.  
 
Momentum Europe focuses on building intercontinental 
relationships among leaders. We desire to see leaders’ 
lives changed by involving them with their L.I.F.E. (life, 
influence, finances, and expertise) in bringing Light to a 
dark continent, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Please Pray: 

• Physical, spiritual and emotional strength in light 
of a “dark spirit” over Europe 

• Financial support. The Euro keeps knocking our 
dollars! 

• Men and Women’s ministry; key disciples to 
nurture and train to bring new light to Europe 

• Our children and grandchildren as their lives 
continue to change and be challenged 

Praise: 
• Thank you for your prayers and FINANCIAL 

support! 
• FamilyLife ministry going well with new German 

leadership 
• Men’s ministry into third year 
• Sue is completing a series she designed for 

women in their personal walk with God, called 
TIME OUT. 

  
Love, Norm and Sue 
 
 
 

From the Pikes 
 I confess that I sent our last update to you with 
more than a little nervousness.  While I thought it 
was important for you to hear a little of the issues 
we face both culturally and spiritually, I was afraid 
that it cast my good friend in a bad light.  This time 
I want to report some positives that are part of the 
cultural and spiritual picture of cross-cultural 
missions in Ukraine. First . . . I was walking 
through a park with the same student leader you 
met last update.  Our talk was pretty general until 
he gave a deep sigh and said, “I have been 
praying more and more for the people of our 
church lately. There is so much to pray for that it 
seems to me praying for our people is my main 
ministry.”  Wow!  And praise God. This dear friend 
is really growing. It’s exciting to witness the work 
of the Holy Spirit in his life. Since that conversation 
I have noticed a real increase in his willingness to 
spontaneously offer prayers for people and to ask 
me for prayer. Yesterday he again asked me for 
prayer. He said, "I can only minister if you are 
praying.” I asked him bluntly, “So, you think this 
prayer stuff really works?”  “Oh absolutely!” was 
the immediate response. Now the student is 
teaching the teacher. I am personally rebuked at 
how much more I need to pray. 
 Second . . . Usually when evangelism is part of 
the conversation, it is the missionary who raises 
the subject. Our national brothers and sisters 
agree that evangelism is an important part of 
church life but it has been difficult to sustain 
enthusiasm…until this summer. In late spring, my 
colleague James Thornton again raised the 
subject with our church elders. Once again the 
suggestion seemed to generate only a tiny 
response. Then in June, our student pastor, 
Sergei Kukushkin was leading the session 
meeting and asked, “Fellows, it’s early summer 
and everyone is thinking of vacation.  What are we 
going to do so that next September our church can 
show real growth?” He then led a discussion on 
outreach that resulted in five proposed 
projects. From those projects the men agreed to 
do three. 

1. A basketball ministry. 
2. The MTW team was asked to produce an 

English language seminar. 
3. The elders decided to produce a week of 

Daily Vacation Bible School. 
Mel & Cindie Pike 
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From The Sentinel, newsletter of 
The Saints Prison Ministry - My 
Dad Took Us Fishing Today...by 
Darryl Bryant, son of Western 

branch Coordinator, John Bryant 
 
I grew up with a dad that was always there...no that isn’t 
a typo...I know it is completely abnormal today, almost 
dysfunctional. I remember going fishing as a kid, dad and 
I would fish while my younger brother would throw 
rocks...we didn’t catch much back then. 
 
Today, my brother and I play soccer for the Saints in 
Colorado, and our dad is John Bryant, the Western 
Regional Director for Saints and the coach/coordinator 
for the soccer ministry in Colorado. 
 
It is hard to explain the experience, but I will try. After 
driving almost three hours through the hot dry Colorado 
prairie, we played soccer at Ft. Lyons Correctional 
Facility, in front of a crowd of about 50 men. It is 
amazing how close you can actually get to some of the 
guys just playing soccer for 90 minutes. 
 
What’s even more astonishing is seeing your father, who 
is a former Philadelphia police officer, talk and pray with 
an inmate two times his size, to recognize he is a sinner 
in need of a savior, ask for forgiveness of his sins and 
pray to Christ his new Savior...ALL WHILE CRYING 
TEARS OF JOY! 
 
So my dad took us fishing today...we caught (Jesus 
actually caught) 12 keepers! It was quite the day...oh and 
my brother, he doesn’t throw rocks anymore, he just 
kicks balls into the back of the net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From New Geneva—"The city of Geneva was a major 
center for the Reformation…Five hundred years later, 
the Reformation continues at New Geneva 
Seminary…The whole is summarized in Soli Deo 
Glori, to God be the glory alone…We are thankful for 
so many who have partnered with us in this challenging 
venture, for our graduates, for dedicated faculty 
members, and students that are diligently preparing to 
take the Reformation to the next generation" 
  
Mark your calendars: The Annual New Geneva 
Banquet will be November 7, a time to celebrate all of 
God's wonderful provisions for the seminary. Plan to 
join us for this special gathering. 
  
Have you checked out the Dr. Aquila Report? He has 
begun publishing an independent web magazine 
providing news and information about the PCA and 
other Reformed denominations. Go to 
www.theaquilareport.com. 
 

*************** 
 
Nursery Ministry 
 
Aug 24 
 Worship: Lora Bryant 

Sunday School: Mary Sue Webber, Corrie 
McClure 

Aug 31 
 Worship: Julie Gostnell 
 Sunday School: Darik & Erica Hansen 
Sept 7 
 Worship: Brenda Senne 

Sunday School: Kathy Erickson, Rena 
Cummings 

Sept 14 
 Worship: Linda Hohlen 

Sunday School: Paula Johnson, Kaiti 
Poehlmann 

Sept 21 
 Worship: Ann Holt 

Sunday School: Ashley Johnson, Ben Warwick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Sunday School teacher challenged her children to take 
some time on Sunday afternoon to write a letter to God. 

They were to bring their letters back the following 
Sunday. One little boy, Benny, wrote “Dear God, We had a 
good time at church today. Wish you could have been 
there.” – World’s Greatest Collection of Church Jokes 
 

                                Ben’s Biography 
 
I was born at the Air Force Academy Hospital in May 
1991. I became a believer 8 years later and was 
baptized in January 1999. I have attended Cheyenne 
Mountain Presbyterian Church for three years and just 
recently became a member. I am a senior in high 
school and am looking forward to finishing high 
school and heading to college. My plans are to earn 
my degree in journalism and pursue a career in that 
field. I enjoy watching most any sport, but like to play 
football and baseball. This summer my favorite thing 
has been going to Rockies games! Hopefully, over this 
next year, I’ll have the opportunity to get to know 
each of you a little better – Ben Warwick 


