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 “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the 
street corners so that they may be seen by men.  Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. But you, when you pray, 
go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in 
secret will reward you. And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose 
that they will be heard for their many words. So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask 
Him.  
 Pray, then, in this way: 
  Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.  
  Your kingdom come, Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread.  
  And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
  And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is      
 the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”    
         Matthew 6:5-13 (NASB) 
 In his book, “A simple way to pray,” Dr. Archie Parrish recounts the story of Martin Luther’s appearance before the 
Diet of Worms in 1521.  His accusers’ demands were simple:  Luther must repudiate and recant his writings regarding 
Christian life, his denunciation of the pope, and his criticism of the pope’s supporters.  Hearing the demands, Luther made a 
request; could he have until the following day to consider his response?  His request was granted; the following day Luther 
would give his answer.  The record indicates Luther knew his life might well depend on that answer. 
 So, what did Martin Luther do that night, as he considered his response to the demands?  On this the record is clear:  He 
spent much of the night in prayer.  Not praying “Oh, Lord, won’t you please get me out of here?!”  Not “Oh, Lord, please 
strike my accusers dead!”  And definitely not “Oh, Lord, won’t you grant me a better paying job, so I can buy that house on 
the upper west side?” 
 Martin Luther’s prayer that night was straightforward and intense.  While praying to the sovereign Creator and Lord of 
the universe, Luther acknowledged that the battle belongs to the Lord and to Him alone.  He also acknowledged that apart 
from his God-given calling, his life was of no consequence.  The following day, when called again to recant, Luther replied, 
“I cannot unless I am convinced of error from scripture and reason,” ending with “Here I stand: I can do no more: God help 
me. Amen.” 
 Are you facing a crisis in your life?  Are you confronting evil where you work, or maybe even where you live?  Are you 
in need?  Do you know someone in need?  Do you struggle with knowing your calling?  Does busy-ness seem to be 
crowding out your spiritual or family life?  Is the pressure to perform in our performance-oriented culture robbing you of 
joy?  Has your pursuit of “stuff” replaced your pursuit of righteousness?  Does worship seem dry and monotonous?  Do you 
find relationships disappointing?  Does your life seem to lack purpose?   
 Follow the teaching of Jesus.  Learn from Martin Luther’s example.  Pray to the lover of your soul, give to Him the 
worship He rightly deserves, and acknowledge your place before Him.  Will the accusers still confront you in the morning?  
Probably they will.  Find rest and peace in trusting Christ completely for your every need, and you, like Luther, ‘can do no 
more.’   
Amen. 

 



 2 

Adult Sunday School 
For our next Sunday school series we will explore the early ecumenical creeds and examine each in their 
historical and scriptural context.  This series will begin on April 27th and be lead by Dave Robbins.  We hope 
you’ll join us in exploring these important expressions of our faith. 
 

Session Appreciation Sunday 
Sunday, May 11th, hosted by the WIC council 

 
There will by no adult or children’s Sunday school classes May 11.  Instead we will be having a brunch during 
the Sunday school hour from 10:45 until 11:45 a.m. for members of the church to be able to recognize and honor 
the men and women of the church who do so much for so many. If anyone would like to speak or say "thank you" 
to a special elder,  deacon, or intern at that time, feel free to express yourself. Please take an hour out of your 
Mother’s Day activities to honor these people. Hope to see all of you there. If you wish to help, contact Kaiti at 
579-0356 or sign up at church. 
 

Session News 
    The Session held a regular meeting on April 7 and spent most of the evening discussing project alternatives for 
a church building on the Westmeadow lot with the architect from the Larson Group. The Session requested that 
an updated cost estimate be developed for the project alternatives previously studied. The Session will reconvene 
this meeting on April 21 at 7 PM to complete the unfinished matters on the agenda. 
  
Ken O’Connell 
 

General Assembly Preparations 

 Of the 15 overtures submitted to date for the 36th PCA General Assembly in June, perhaps the most 
compelling is the Philadelphia Presbytery’s overture regarding women deaconesses. Overture 9 recommends that 
General Assembly “erect a study committee on deaconesses” to determine whether the election of women to the 
office of deacon is contrary to the Book of Church Order (BCO).  
 This issue is one that has been debated often in recent years. “Within our presbytery and within the PCA, 
there are different views and perspectives on this issue,” said Greg Hobaugh, the stated clerk of the Philadelphia 
Presbytery. “Our goal is clarification and understanding, to determine the role of women in diaconal ministry.”  
 After fielding several questions about the issue of women deaconesses, the Philadelphia Presbytery formed a 
presbytery-level study committee in November 2007 to examine the issue. “After two months, basically we 
determined that this is bigger than us,” said Hobaugh. “We know that this is an issue across the denomination, so 
we’d like to seek guidance from General Assembly on the best way to move forward biblically.”  
 The core question involves whether deacons fulfill a role of service or authority. “The issue comes down to 
whether you ordain and install the office of deacon,” said Hobaugh. “We have to determine ‘What does diaconal 
mean?’”  
 

Did You Know? 
• Dr. Aquila has been teaching at the Ukraine Biblical Seminary in Kiev during March. The students come 

from throughout Ukraine and other former countries of the former Soviet Union. Please pray for the 
development and growth of the church in Ukraine. 

• Bibles were once burned in China. Now God’s Word is the means to new life with over 50 million Bibles 
printed at the  Amity Printing Co. in Nanjing. 
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• When violence broke out in Kenya, the children of the attacked slum, Kibera, were safely attending 
church camp well away from Kibera. 

 

Financial Report 
The first-quarter financial report will be included in the May newsletter. 

 
 

The CMPCA Library 
 
 I am beginning to compile our collection of books for our library.  The books are located on the book shelf 
in the adult Sunday school classroom.  We have several Bible study materials, Christian non-fiction, family life 
and Christian doctrine books to choose from.  If you are interested in checking out material, please find an index 
card in the grey box (next to the books) and write your name, date, phone number and book title you are checking 
out.  Leave the card in the box and take your book.  Please plan to read your book in a timely manner.  I will 
contact you if it has not been returned within 4 weeks.  Our books may also be purchased.  A suggested donation 
has been noted on most books.  Contact me if you would like to purchase a book, so I can keep a record of its new 
home.  More information will follow next month regarding our video and cassette resources. 
  Our featured library book this month is John Bunyan's The Pilgrim's Progress.  If you have not yet read 
this allegory, you might enjoy the journey of Christian, its main character.  The full title page reads: "The 
pilgrim's progress from this world to that which is to come. Delivered under the similitude of a dream wherein is 
discovered the manner of his setting out, his dangerous journey and safe arrival at the desired country."   It 
contains lively characters, such as Worldly Wiseman, Talkative and Pliable and landmarks, such as the Slough of 
Despond, Delectable Mountains, Doubting Castle and the Palace Beautiful, Vanity Fair and the Celestial City.  If 
you have read The Pilgrim's Progress, consider reading it again—having traveled further in your own journey 
than the last time you read it. 
Karen Robbins 

Church Family 

Meet John & Peggy Alpeter, our New Members 
 John and Peggy met at Bowling Green State University in Bowling Green, Ohio, where they both received 
their Bachelor’s of Music Education degrees.  After graduating in 1980, John spent a year performing throughout 
the United States and Europe with the Glenn Miller Orchestra while Peggy taught music in Carrollton, Ohio.  
While touring, John performed in Colorado Springs where he was encouraged to audition for the United States 
Air Force Band.  John enlisted in the Air Force, and following their wedding in 1981, they moved to the Air 
Force Academy.  Several members of the Air Force Academy Bands invited Peggy and John to Village Seven 
Presbyterian Church, where they became active in the Young Couples Sunday School and Bible Studies.  It was 
during these early years of their marriage that John became a Christian and Peggy recommitted her life to Christ.  
After spending 4 years performing with the Air Force Academy Bands, John returned to school and earned his 
Masters Degree in Business Administration from UCCS.  Meanwhile, Peggy spent several years teaching Music 
and directing Bands in the Fountain-Ft. Carson School District.  John began working at Honeywell in 1986, 
which was eventually sold to Atmel, where he continues to work in the Production Planning department.  Peggy 
took a break from teaching while Matt, Catie and Jenny were growing up.  When Jenny started school, Peggy 
returned to teaching part-time as the Elementary Band Director at Evangelical Christian Academy.  In 2004, 
Peggy began teaching full-time in the Cheyenne Mountain District 12 Schools.  She is currently the Assistant 
Band Director for the Cheyenne Mountain Junior High Symphonic and Beginning Bands and directs the 4th, 5th 
and 6th Grade Bands at Pinon Valley Elementary School.  In addition to their “day jobs,” John teaches private 
clarinet and saxophone lessons at their home and Peggy directs the Beginner and Intermediate groups of the New 
Horizons Band of Colorado Springs for adults over 40. 
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 Matthew (21) graduated from Cheyenne Mountain High School in 2005 and attends UCCS where he is 
pursuing a Criminal Justice Degree.  His goal is to attend the Colorado Springs Police Academy and work in Law 
Enforcement.  Catie (19) graduated from Cheyenne Mountain High School in 2007 and attends Colorado State 
University.  She is majoring in Music Therapy and her desire is to help special needs children through Music.  
Jenny (15) is a freshman at Cheyenne Mountain High School where she is active in softball, soccer, Symphonic 
Band and Jazz Band.  The Alpeter’s are blessed to have Peggy’s parents, Lloyd and Evelyn Stokes, live in 
Colorado Springs and enjoy being included in the larger family of Cheyenne Mountain Presbyterian Church.  
 

Of Note 
 

 Open the Eyes of My Heart is a favorite at CMPCA, having been sung 11 times in the past 3 years. The 
composer, Paul Baloche, a Dove award-winning artist, has written some of this generation’s most compelling 
worship songs, His approach to his calling is simple, yet profound: “The best worship songs come as a byproduct 
of worship.” 
 Many songs are birthed out of prayers. One particular phrase was something a favorite pastor prayed often 
just before he preached, “Lord, open the eyes of our hearts as we open up your word.” This stuck with him. Then, 
during prayer time at church, he began to vamp or noodle instead of playing a specific song, hanging out in one 
key on a simple chord. He started to sing “Open the eyes of my heart, Lord; I want to see you…”a simple prayer. 
“Lord, we reach out to you and ask you to open our hearts.” This then grew into an entire song. 
 Paul Baloche is a worshipper. He leads worship in his home church, Community Christian Fellowship in 
Lindale, Texas. He has served as worship pastor for more than 15 years. Wherever he is, worshipping God is 
simply what Baloche does. And it’s that heart for God that fuels his creativity as a songwriter. “I’ve realized the 
value of creating personal worship times, even though I teach worship, read about it, and sing about it,” says 
Baloche. “It’s like prayer. We can talk about prayer, go to prayer seminars, but there comes a time where we need 
to just ‘DO IT.’ We were created for His pleasure. We were created for relationship with the living God. That’s 
the reality.” 
 His “Open the Eyes of My Heart” is at No. 2 on the CCLI list and “Above All,” written with Lenny 
LeBlanc, is at No. 22 on the CCLI chart. For Paul Baloche, his spiritual journey began in a most unusual place—
at a business convention. He says, “I was playing clubs around Philly and the Jersey Shore and a friend took me 
to a ‘How to get rich’ - type weekend. On Sunday morning they had a band playing ‘How Great Thou Art’ with 
drums and electric guitars. I was blown away and I thought ‘That’s amazing, just the power of rock music with 
lyrics about the Lord. I’d never heard that. It really impacted me. My brother and I walked up and made a 
commitment to follow Jesus.’ It was a radical change for me. 
 “The bottom line of praise and worship music is getting people to sing their prayers. They are really 
singing their prayers back to God. When we pray from our heart, it’s usually pretty simple; when we pray from 
our head we get complicated. The best worship songs emulate the most honest prayers, just simple cries of the 
heart.” 
 Baloche is a man who takes his calling very seriously. “I think one of our responsibilities in writing 
worship songs is to be conscious that we are trying to create a sense of community when we write these songs,” 
he says. “We are trying to use songs as a vehicle and a tool to bring people together and sing our prayers 
collectively to God. Participation is the key word. A good worship song invites the person to participate in it, not 
to listen passively. It kind of compels the listener to participate in this prayer and sing it to God.” 
 “When Paul leads people into worship... it isn't just a concert... people are really moving into the presence 
of God.” Pat Robertson, Founder CBN. Taken From Leadership.com 

Moms and Tots 

Moms and Tots gathered at the zoo on Friday morning to enjoy the sunshine and the animals.  Please contact 
Karen Robbins, Corrie McClure or Lora Bryant if you have ideas for our upcoming get-togethers.  And don't 
forget about MyKidsWeek.com as a resource to plan your own family fun in Colorado Springs, as it publishes a 
local calendar of events for tots. 
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Ben’s Observations 
 
 Spring is here once again! It’s time for warmer temperatures and greener lawns. It’s also time to make 
sure that our faith remains absolute. While blooms are budding, it is imperative that our love and faith in Christ 
bloom also. Psalm 51:10 says “Create in me a pure heart, Oh God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” It is 
amazing to see what God blesses us with when we remain faithful. Whether it be something on a life-changing 
level like a new career or something on a smaller level, God will provide if we remain true to Him. Second 
Samuel 2:6 says that the Lord will show you kindness and faithfulness because you have remained loyal to Him. 
So, while we’re enjoying spring and anticipating summer, remember to stay close to the Lord and He will provide 
for all your needs.  
 

WIC 

 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  What a delightful morning we enjoyed celebrating each other and our familial 
relationship in Christ Jesus!  Twelve Women In the Church (WIC) met at the home of Erica Hansen for our April 
meeting.  We played a game, tried to identify each other from our baby pictures, had great refreshments provided 
by Jennifer Layher and spent time getting to know each other better.  Thanks to everyone who attended and to 
Erica and Jennifer.  
 The WIC book club met and discussed Bondage of the Will by Martin Luther. We welcomed a new member, 
little Sarah Robbins and she kept us entertained as we commented on the truths Luther had impressed us with. We 
also discussed a few “rabbit trails,” such as raising children and baby books! Karen has already shared her 
impressions of the book and Mary Sue was unable to be with us due to her recovery from surgery so my 
impressions will have to suffice! I mostly appreciated Luther’s discussion of the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart. 
God did not make him evil or make his heart hard but simply did not supply the necessary grace to make him a 
believer because He had a purpose in using the hard heart of Pharaoh to display His glory. I hope you will 
consider reading this book as it is a pivotal defense of one of the basic tenants of the gospel—man cannot save 
himself! 
 Our next book is The Genius of Puritanism by Peter Lewis.  There's plenty of time to grab a copy and join us 
in learning about these fascinating Puritans—their lives, their doctrines and their preaching/teaching.  We hope it 
provides a great overview, so we can select our next book from one of these Puritans.  Contact Karen Robbins to 
be included in our discussion meeting of Peter Lewis' book in June. 
 

Ladies Bible Studies 

 Greetings to fellow studiers of the Word!  It is such an honor and a real privilege to study with you each 
week.  I thank God every day for the gift He has given us - a hunger for His Word.  In our afternoon study on 
Tuesday, we are still in the 1st and 2nd chapters of Hebrews.  Can you believe we have been weeks and weeks in 
the overview of the book and then concentrated study in the first two chapters?  We will do the second part of 
Hebrews in the fall.  It will be complete in itself, so if you want to join us, plan to do so this fall. 
 Our evening study on Wednesday is beginning the second part of Carol Ruvulo's book, the portion 
entitled "Grace to Grow."  You can join this study at any time, for each chapter is a study in itself.  I hope you 
will come along with us in our journey of growth.  Love to all - Sally Brown 
 The new Wednesday evening study is making progress through Sproul’s book, Essential Truths of the 

Christian Faith. We are starting the section discussing Salvation which should give all of us a stronger sense of 
our calling as Peter said, “Make certain about His calling and choosing you.” The ladies bring up lots of questions 
and no topic is off limits! Come join us for a lively discussion of our Reformed faith.  Mary Vincent 
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Celebrations 
 

AprilAprilAprilApril 
23rd Angela Bywater 
26th David Johnson 
29th Madelyn Johnson 
30th Mary Vincent 
  Sarah Christiansen 
 

MayMayMayMay 
3rd  David Carlton 
5th  Jeremiah Senne 
8th  Ben Warwick 
16th Loretta Gerzina 
18th Tim/Emily Wilson, Wedding Anniversary 
  Galen Peterson 

 

Nursery Ministry 
April 27 
 Worship: Julie Gostnell 
 Sunday School: Paula Johnson, Sandi Jones 
 
May 4 
 Worship: Brenda Senne 
 Sunday School: Jennifer Layher, Karen Robbins 

May 11 
 Worship: Ben Warwick 
 Sunday School: Darik & Erica Hansen 
 
May 18 
 Worship: Lora Bryant 
 Sunday School: Rena Cummings, Kaiti Poehlmann 

PCA Missions 
Presbyterian and Reformed Joint Commission on 

Chaplains and Military Personnel, Mission to North America 
CH Seth George, Fort Jackson, SC (PCA—Rocky Mountain Presby.) “I have served 4 years with the 1-18 
Infantry and it’s time to move on. Several soldiers were lost of injured during my deployments and I appreciate 
your prayers during those difficult days. Leaving those men who served and achieved great success in their 
assignments will be difficult for me. Pray that I will be well equipped for the next assignment.” 
 

Mission to North America 
The Fifty Days of Prayer begins with the Natiional Day of Prayer, May 1. The devotionals will be on the theme 
Men, Message and Ministry: A Charge to the Rising Generation, based on the Pastoral Epistles. There will be 
an online version at the MNA home page, www.pca-mna.org. Please consider participating in this endeavor to 
bathe the Whole PCA in prayer as they prepare for General Assembly. 
Pray for: 
• MNA African American Ministries for God to raise up more leadership within the churches. 
• Redeemer Pres. in Indianapolis, IN as they minister to artists and arts patrons in their city. 
• Mission Utah, as they reach out to Mormons and unbelievers in a very different culture. 
• MNA Special Needs Ministries and ESL Ministries, for those who are ministering and those they minister 

to. 

From Norm and Sue Patterson in Germany. Pray for: 
Sue’s Ministry--- 
1. For Sue’s ministry as she begins monthly seminars (in English) with German women starting in May- June that they 
would understand the concepts of the Bible as they are translated and some women would start small groups teaching these 
concepts to other women. 
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Leadership Ministry--- 
2. Meeting (May) in London with leadership in ministry; What are best strategies to reach key leaders in society? 
3. Conference in Budapest with History’s Handful---men and women leaders who have keen insights in reaching leaders 
with their Life, Influence, Finances and Expertise = L.I.F.E. 
 
Norm’s Men’s Ministry--- 
4. Men’s Ministry--the next generation of new men leaders.  
5. Reaching men in the workplace. We must GO to them. 
 
FamilyLife Ministry--- 
6. For the six conferences this year. For Helge and Birgit and their new leader roles balancing with family and work efforts. 
For developing of new speakers couples and attendance for conferences.  
PERSONAL: that our personal walk with the Lord keeps strong and regular. Busyness can detract from the main issue- 
HIM! 


